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Principal's Article

It does not seem possible that February is but a memory and March is upon us! Hope-
fully March will bring signs of spring rather than more winter snow. As the days remain
cold and children do not have the desire to play outside, | would like to encourage you
to assume the role of an academic coach for your child. The key to student success is
repetition, repetition, repetition! The academic learning is more rigorous during the
third and fourth marking period and we are seeing several students falling behind. Dur-
ing the past few weeks, we have been holding team RTI (Response to Intervention)
meetings with grade level teachers, instructional support teacher, guidance counselor,
and principal. The recurring message is that some students are falling behind as the
academic pace is increasing. There have been many interventions or accommodations
put in place in the classroom for your children and will be more effective if there is re-
peated support at home.

What do | mean by support at home? Please allow me to explain. Many teachers are
asking parents to sign daily behavior charts and/or student agendas and in many cases
not being done. Our students in many of our classrooms have folders with that have two
pockets. Some of the home pockets are not being reviewed by the parent and returning
requested materials. Teachers are sending home extra practice papers for students and
these need to be overseen by you as a parent to assure the practice is being completed.
Homework is just that, repeated practice. You can make your child successful in life by
having him or her READ to you several times a week. Regardless of whether your child
is in kindergarten or fifth grade, you need to hear them READ. As you listen to your
child read, formulate questions in your mind to ask your child.

These questions that you may ask will give you insight as to whether or not your child
comprehends what he or she is reading. These questions can be within the text, about
the text, or beyond the text. Within the text questions would be questions such as those
dealing with word meaning, summarizing what the story is about, and solving words.
Questions about the text would be those asking is the text fiction or non -fiction, where is
the problem in the story and how is it resolved (kindergarten, first, and second grade
refer to this as rise in tension and turning point), and discussing why you think the author
wrote it. Thinking beyond the text would include making predictions as to what you
think is going to happen next to a character or the general plot, connecting the reading

to personal experiences, and what did you learn new from the reading. PLEASE ADVO-
CATE for your c¢childds education by support
and every day. The more you academically coach your child, the more successful he or
she will be.

Personnel

Dr. Williams
Principal

Mrs. Phillips
Counselor

Mrs. Null
Instructional
Support

Mrs. Hornberger
Secretary

Mrs. Grieco
Nurse

Mrs. Colvin
Health Room Tech

NON-DISCRIMINATION
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Principal’s Book Review

| like to visit the library when no one is there. | browse through the books, looking at

covers, reading the inside jacket notes about the story and the author/illustrator. Of-

ten | take books to read them and then tell Mrs. Keller, our library expert, about it

| ater . I receive a pleasant reprimand wi't
out your books. 0 Today is a snow day and
have just finished a visit to the library. 1 like to review the books that Mrs. Keller sets

on top of the shelves for the children to preview and today | found the one | read for
this monthds book review. Winter HoldingaSpriaga by i v
Crescent Dragonwagon, illustrated by Ronald Himler. The title caught my attention because as | looked out of

my office window | found myself dreaming of spring.

The content of this book not only includes winter and spring, but also summer and fall. How painful it must be

for a child to lose her mother. Sarah has experienced the death of her mother and she is not sure that any-

thing will ever be right for her and her father again. The book begins with the telling of a very hot summer. It

is so hot and still that the curtains do not move in the window because there is no breeze. As school begins for

Sarah and she goes shopping for school clothes, she notices that the leaves on the trees are turning colors and
that some pumpkins she sees from a car window are tur

ing but beginning at the same time, she thinks, looking out the window at the fall  -blue sky, the countryside

brushed with gold, then what was the beginning when h
And what could ever, ever, be happy about that?6¢ Ho
owinter holding spring?¢d There is a beautiful answer

age you to check it out in the library.

| am going to start something new this month. Instead of my book review book being placed on the stand in
front of the library, a print of the cover of the book will be there. This will allow students to check the book
out from the library if they are interested after hearing my book review. As always, KEEP ON READING!!

Our new Character Building Block is honesty. We

held an assembly on February 22 that featured our
counselor, Mrs. Phillips, along with several of our

teachers and students. Mr s . Barryds sec
and Mrs. Plocinskids fourtt

rative pairs to make an acrostic of the word honesty
that now hangs in our multi -purpose room for every-
one to see each day. Mr. Kelley, fifth grade teacher,
worked with three fifth grade students to put to-

gether a narrative skit that featured a scene from the
life of Abraham Lincoln when he was a young boy

and walked over a mile in the dark to return a penny
to a women whom he overcharged in his duties as a
general store clerk. Mrs. Phillips did a video feature
with the st udbeirutdFairyevhidchifea-1 e
tured scenes of students who did both the right and
wrong thing when it came to honesty. We concluded
the assembly with scenarios during which the noses
of Mrs. Phillips and Mr. Sacavage grew like that of
Pinocchio. Please work with your child at home as
we strive to build honesty here at school.



http://www.amazon.com/Winter-Holding-Spring-Crescent-Dragonwagon/dp/0027331229/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1267207142&sr=1-1
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FEBRUARY
STUDENT OF THE MONTH

Katrina Drum

Skye McGrath

Brett Young

Chase Ney

Olivia Gair

Chance Williamson

Jakob Adams

Michael Kinley

Myles Barbour

Crystal Baylis

Isaac Way

Taylor Shipman

Caleb Joy

Owen Kiess

Abigail McCoy

Brayden Cohick

Alanna Tarbox

Hunter Williamson

Roush Wagner (Art Primary)
Aubrey Campbell (Art Interm.)
Clarrisa Lanfrey (P.E. Primary)
Gary English (P.E. Interm.)
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Menu-C: t Winner

Chartwells, our food service provider in the
WASD, sponsored a o0Creat e
fourth grade students in the WASD. Each fourth

Haiti Houses

Tiny houses that make a BIG difference.

Although Haiti is just a short 90 minute flight from the United
States, it is one of the poorest countries in the world. Most of
the people of Haiti live in shacks made of cardboard, plastic, or
whatever materials they can scavenge. These "houses" barely
provide shelter and protection from the elements, hurricanes,
floods and droughts. Since the earthquake, the "homes" have
been reduced to piles of rubble.

The Haiti Houses project was started in 2008 by two art teach-
ers, Ann Ayers and Ellen McMillan, of Coconut Creek, Florida,
after they saw a presentation about the living conditions in
Haiti. They devised the project as a way for students to make a
difference in the lives of the people of Haiti. After the terrible
earthquake in January 2010, the project was introduced to the
compassionate and creative community via the Internet and
hundreds of teachers, students, scout groups, churches and
individuals immediately embraced the project and set to work
creating "Haiti Houses."

Locally, Hepburn Lycoming Elementary art students have led
the creation of the tiny houses with Mrs. McDonough Varner.
The houses were sold by Fourth and Fifth grade students in
school and around the community. These students raised over
$700.00 to donate to the earthquake relief efforts in Haiti. This
experience has taught us a great deal about caring, compas-
sion, and ways that art can people who are less fortunate than
us.

For more information about the project, go to
www.haitihouses.org

http://

grade student was challenged to create a nutri-
tious, yet creative, menu for a student lunch. The
students were given specific guidelines for creat-

ing the menu by food service manager, Justin
Charles. Our fourth grade winning student is Mary

Mc Mahon from Mrs. Buckwal
ture and winning lunch menu is posted below.
Maryds efforts also resul
Mr s . Buckwal terds
nutritious job well done!!

room.

Mary Mc Ma hjo

Menu

Perfect Parfait w/Granold
Carrots w/Ranch
String Cheese

Low Fat Milk

MARCH IS YOUTH ART MONTH!

iYouth Art Month is an annual obser
art education for all children and to encourage support for quality school art
programs.

YohArfventh folid@s & f6rum for ackno@IddgingBKillsGthat are fostered
through experience in the visual arts that are not possible in other subjects of-

fered, in th? curriculum.o (PA Art E
ted in a ree pizza treat fo
B siudents dom gepbgynt Lycogipg §Iemew|tg_ryrwiy haveyapjwork on display

in Harrisburg, PA for a Youth Art Month Exhibition. Ten art students will have
artwork on display in downtown Williamsport at the WASD District Service
Center. The Williamsport ASD Exhibit in the Dr. June Baskin Gallery will have
an opening reception on First Friday, March 5, fro@pdn. Also in downtown
Williamsport on First Friday, ONE Hepburn students will represent the school i
a PAEA Regional Exhibition in celebration of Youth Art Month. The PAEA
show will be at the Java/Juice Café, with an opening reception #@pm6

Information will be coming home for students who are participating in these art
shows, but all are welcome to support your Hepburn Lycoming artists by viewir
any of these displays during the month of March. Please contact Mrs.
McDonough Varner with any questions, comments, or concerns!


http://www.haitihouses.org
http://www.haitihouses.org
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M. SactVE” i Vot Note,

Our lives and our every existence on Earth are a direct result of the one star in our solar system, the Sun, and
our wonder ful l uck to be just far enough away from it
say youdre never have any 1l uck!

Now, since our planet is tilte
Th constant amount of daylight, as we well know during winter
e Seasons . .
when f[he_ days are so short. During that time of _the year, the
Earth is tilted AWAY from the sun which results in less di-
rect sunlight and shorter days. This causes the tempera-
tures to drop and our hemisphere gets colder. When that
Autumn . . .
» - fult of the earth is as far away from the sun as possu?_le dur-_
5 ing the Eart hos orwintersolsticet . Ins k
Winter wWinter G e the northern hemisphere where we live, (top half of the
Selstice ; SRR \World), this is the day that has the least amount of daylight
: o I and the longest night of the year. The winter solstice typi-
Nor thern 2% cally happens around December 21 *'for us. As you can
imagine, as the Earth orbits the Sun, 6 months later, the tilt
of the Earth will now point towards the Sun. When that tilt is
as close to the sun as possible, which happens to be 6
months after the winter solstice, that day is known as the summer solstice and gives us the longest day and
the shortest night of the year. This is around June 21 ' each year. As the tilt of the Earth starts pointing more
and more towards the Sun, the rays of the Sun become more and more direct which means our temperatures
get warmer and warmer. Come on summer!!!

The Sun and the Earth are not to seale in this drawing.

Finally, halfway between the winter solstice, (shortest day of the year), and the summer solstice, (longest day

of the year), are the times when the length of day is exactly the same as the length of the night, 12 hours each.
This occurs two times each year and these days are known as the equinox . The one that happens between the
winter and the summer is known as the vernal equinox and marks the first day of spring. The other equinox
occurs 6 months later midway between the summer solstice and the winter solstice. This is known asthe  au-
tumnal equinox and marks the first day of autumn. So as we start to enjoy longer days, remember, it is the tilt
of the earth that provides us with the changes of seasons and temperatures. | leave you with one question. Do
people who live or near the equator experience changes of seasons? Think about it.

(Information and image from www.enchantedlearning.com , January 23, 2010)

Kindergarten DATES TO REMEMBER
Registration

(8]

March 5 No School -T e a ¢ h e rS&rvicel |

Week of March 29 April 1 March 31 - Apr.2  No School Parent - Teacher
ALL ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS Conferences and Spring Break

Mon.& Tues: 9:00 A.M- 3:00 P.M.
Wednesday 9:00 A.M- 7:00 P.M.

Thursday 9:00 A.M-11:30 P.M. SNOW MAKE-UP DAYS
Bring:
Birth Certificate
Immunization Records Apr il 5 for Bahdmol.isAnsséssia n
Students Social Security Card May 7  for F &dnooldsGnésessian

Parent Identification



http://www.enchantedlearning.com/

March 2010
Newsletter Calendar

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1/1 2/2 3/3 4/4 5 6
Instrumental Week 6:30 pm- 3rd IST Meeting / AM | No School Studen
7:30 pm- All - Grade Beginner Professional De-
District Honors Orchestra velopment Day
Chorus WAHS Concert

7 8/1 9/5 10/1 11/2 12/3 13
Snow Makeup Day Spring Picture
for 2/10/10 Day /9:00 am

14 15/4 16/5 17/1 18/2 19/3 20
Instrumental Week 2:00- Dental Pro- IST Meeting / AM
Makeup EAP Ses-| gram Gr. 3 & 4
sion Gr. 3, 4, 5 4 Sight
Gr. 3,4,5. Test

21 22/4 23/5 2471 25/2 26/3 27

End of Marking
Period

28 29/4 30/5 31

Instrumental Week Student of the No School Studen{
Month Pictures/ | ParentTeacher
3:00 Conferences




