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Hepburn-Lycoming Elementary School 
355 Route 973 East 

Cogan Station, PA  17728 

Ph:  494-1112 
Fax: 494-0534 

Visit us at our web site - www.wasd.org  
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Principalôs Article 
 

I am writing this on the day before Christmas Eve.  The halls are buzzing with excitement 

and there are so many smiles that we do not need heat to keep us warm.  This has been a 

WONDERFUL month.  We are truly amazed at the generosity of our students, families, and 

community.  Our òToys for Totsó campaign which began on November 18 and ended on 

December 4 with a shopping spree at òToys ôR Usó resulted in $ 853.89 in donations that 

allowed our student and staff volunteer shoppers to purchase 119 toys for underprivileged 

children.  Members of the Marine Corp. came to our Caring Assembly on December 8 and 

were overwhelmed with our presentation of toys for their campaign.  Hepburn families 

truly demonstrated the art of caring when instead of buying gifts for classmates and 

friends, they donated the money to this cause.  We are Hepburn Proud!  

On December 8, at the conclusion of the caring character block assembly, I read one of my 

favorite books to the student.  The book The Giving Tree , Shel Silverstein, is a story of a 

boy who takes all he can get from a tree and a tree who gives all she has to give.  In the 

end, she has nothing left to give, however is happy because she has made the boy happy 

his entire life by giving her life.  I challenged the students to give without expecting any-

thing in return.  The students were challenged to bring in 500 canned goods between De-

cember 9 and December 18 for the Fairlawn Food Bank, a local food bank that serves our 

community  December 9 was a snow day and by the end of the day on December 11 (2 

days later) the goal had been met.  Our Helping Hands students approached me about dou-

bling the goal to 1,000 and I said òLetõs go for it.ó  This past Monday, the Fairlawn Food 

Bank picked up 904 canned food items from our school.  Mr. Aderhold of the food bank in-

formed Mrs. Phillips, our counselor, that several people in the community had heard about 

our effort and dropped canned food items at the church.  Believe it or not, the church had 

received 96 cans from members of our community so we met the Helping Hands goal of 

1,000 canned items.  WOW!!  This has truly been amazing to watch each day as students 

gave of themselves and hung their picture in snowman form on the giving tree in our 

lobby.  Please look at the picture in our newsletter of our Giving Tree and some of our Heip-

ing Hands members who sorted and boxed the food items.  I received a certificate from the 

Fairlawn Food Bank this week stating òthe Hepburn-Lycoming Elementary School has been 

given a Superior Donor Award for becoming the single largest donor of food to the Fair-

lawn Food Bank.  You are to be commended for your dedication and service to the commu-

nity.ó  I am  proud to be a part of this great school and community.  I look forward to work-

ing with you in 2010 and please remember it is a new calendar year, but not a new school 

year.  We are fast approaching the end of the first semester and now the pace of learning 

will increase.  Please work with us to assure your child both academic and personal suc-

cess in the days ahead.  Happy New Year 2010!!  
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Thank you doesnõt seem like enough, butéTHANK YOU!!!! 

 

We are grateful to so many again this year for making the Hepburn Helping Hands com-

munity service project, òToys for Totsó a terrific success.  Parents, students, and staff contrib-

uted $853.89, which translates into 119 toys to be distributed in Lycoming County for the fami-

lies in need.  

The toys were displayed on the stage for all to see before the Marine Corp Reserves 

picked up the toys on Friday, December 11 th .  Mr.Chuck Smith, along with Sergeant Vogels and 

Lance Corporal Weaver attended the Caring Assembly which was held on December 8 th.  Each 

spoke to the students to thank them for their efforts as well as encouraging them to continue to 

show others how much they care.  

We are very blessed to have such a caring community of students, parents, and staff.  We 

wish everyone a safe and happy new year.  

Wednesday,  December 16 the fourth 

grade classes hosted a Christmas Tea for 

the kindergarten classes.  The 4 th graders 

read Christmas books to their kindergar-

ten partners, they decorated Christmas 

cookies together and colored and deco-

rated cards to give the their families.  The 

kids had a wonderful time together and 

enjoyed a fun -filled morning of Christmas 

activities.  We would like to say a BIG 

thank you to all of the moms that made the 

yummy sugar cookies and took of their 

time to help organize and carry -out this 

event. We 

hope to make-

the Christmas 

Tea an annual 

tradition!  


