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Principalõs Article 
 

The 2010 New Year is off to a GREAT start at Hepburn-Lycoming.  The students 

came back from the holiday break ready and eager to learn.  The first semester 

ended on January 22 and upon reviewing the report cards, it is evident that stu-

dents have made significant achievement from first to second marking period.  

You should have received your childõs second marking period report card on 

January 29.  If you have not received the report card, please call the school.  If 

you have questions concerning your childõs academic achievement for the sec-

ond marking period, I would encourage you to contact your childõs teacher.  You 

can reach the teachers by leaving a voice mail at 494 -1112 or by going to our 

school website and using the information under the teacher drop down menu to 

send an e-mail.  The teachers will get back to you usually within twenty -four 

hours to answer your concern.  During the third marking period, the curriculum 

is more intensive at all grade levels and we ask that you monitor your childõs 

agenda and homework in order to help assure success for your child.  You can 

also help your child by having him or her read to you and ask questions concern-

ing what he or she is reading.  This will help to increase comprehension skill 

which is important for academic success. The more time that is spent in this type 

of activity with your child is banking for future success.  Reading for fluency and 

comprehension is a skill that will help to assure successful life experiences for 

your child in years to come.  

 

We have many exciting events planned for second semester.  I hope that you will 

be involved in your childõs daily educational life by discussing these events with 

him or her in the evening.  Please donõt accept the answer ònothingó when you 

ask what happened at school today.  Instead, probe for those moments to which 

you can listen to your child express feelings and then build upon the moment.  

Successful relationships begin and grow with conversation.  Without the conver-

sation element, you can never really know the person.  You can know about the 

person but truly knowing what exists within your child will help you better un-

derstand what he or she is experiencing each and every day within him or her-

self.  Moments are precious and few and I would encourage you to bank them for 

future success. 
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NON-DISCRIMINATION 

POLICY  

 

It is the policy of the Williams-

port Area School  District  not 

to discriminate on the basis of  

race, color, national  origin, sex 

or handicap in its educational -

vocational programs or em-

ployment as required by Title 

IX.  Section 504 and  Title VI. 

For information  regarding 

civil rights and grievance 

procedures contact: 

 

Director Human Resources 

Williamsport Area School 

District 

201 West Third Street 

Williamsport, PA  17701 

Ph:  327-5500, Ext.  3541 

http://www.wasd.org/


 

JANUARY 

STUDENT OF THE MONTH  

 

GIDEON HOPTON 
BRAYDEN NUDD 
COLE COSENTINE 
TARA STROBLE 
ALEXANDRA KIESS 
RAVEN BOWER 
MELONY CRISSMAN 
KAYLEE FIKE 
GENTRY ENGEL 
NATHANIEL RAAP 
TAD RENTZEL 
LEVI ROUSH 
LEAH GAIR 
DUSTIN METZGER 
KADEN MEREDITH 
CARMERON CROSSLEY 
MIKAYLA PLOCINSKI 
WESLEY SAMSEL 
JAYDA BEAGLE (ART PRIMARY) 
ALLI SHEPPARD (ART INTERM.) 
KYMBERLEE CAPUTO (P.E. PRIMARY) 
BLAKE HAIGHT (P.E. INTERM.) 

 

 

 

 
Mrs. Burgerõs second grade is enjoying 

these wintery days!  

After sharing Dr. Williamsõ book review 

of The Snowman Storybook , the class 

examined the original wordless book, 

The Snowman by Raymond Briggs.  The 

students discussed how the pictures in 

the book òtoldó the story, even without 

words.  The class then took on the task 

of writing words to go along with Briggsõ pictures.  Each stu-

dent chose one page of the book to write about and to illus-

trate.  When everyone was finished, they could see the story 

progress when the pages were put in order.  

 

The class also watched The Snowman video after sharing their 

book!  The student authors did a wonderful job on this writing 

project! Thank you, Dr. Williams, for recommending such a 

wonderful book!  

Dates to Remember 
 

February 11 & 12       No School for students           

                                       Staff   In-Service 

  

 

February  15              Snow make-up day  

             School is in session 

                                     Cycle day 4  

 

March 1     All -District  Choral  

   Concert WAHS 7:30  

   p.m. 5th gr. Honors  

   Chorus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In our last character assembly we introduced our new 

character block, responsibility.  Our character building 

program emphasizes building character one block at a 

time.  Thank you to the many parents who sent digital 

images of your children performing acts of responsibil-

ity.  Mr. Bruce Sacavage used the images submitted by 

parents and teachers to create an Animoto video of our 

students demonstrating responsibility.  It was a great 

film which demonstrated responsibility in many areas of 

student life.  

 

Do you have areas that home where your child has daily 

responsibilities?  Some of these responsibilities might 

include taking care of pets, setting the table, cleaning 

the table, washing dishes or loading the dishwasher, 

cleaning his or her room, other household chores, and 

many more too numerous to mention.  The important 

part is that your child has responsibilities for which he or 

she is to be held accountable.  Our school and commu-

nity need responsible citizens and it BEGINS NOW!!  We 

are looking for students who demonstrate responsibility 

above and beyond the normal expectations and reward-

ing them with a Falcon feather.  Letõs be responsible. 

http://www.amazon.com/Snowman-Storybook-Pictureback-R/dp/0679883436/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1264690836&sr=1-2


 

 

 

 

 

Are you ready for a blizzard?  It is hard to believe that January has come and gone 

without a major snow storm.  Last school year we experienced four snow cancellations 

in the months of December and January and this year only one which was due to ice.  

This year we have not had a single weather delay.  Are you wondering what the 

months of February and March have in store for us?  I think some of us have forgotten 

what an actual blizzard experience is like.  FEBRUARY is the month when you see a ring 

around the moon before a storm.  It is always cold, sometimes, twenty, thirty or forty de-

grees below zero.  Snow is polished by the wind, and the world looks smooth; trees are leafless skeletons that 

walk around the house at night and speak in a language that sounds like crackling bones.  These are the open-

ing words in the first chapter of A Blizzard Year  written by Gretel Ehrlich, who draws on her personal experi-

ences living on a Wyoming cattle ranch, and illustrated by Kate Kiesler.   This is the story of two girls, Timmy 

and Fermina,  although sisters, became good friends through their experiences living on a ranch in Wyo-

ming; especially the year of the ògreat blizzard.ó 
 

Timmyõs family has struggled financially to keep the ranch going and now this being the year of snow storm 

after snow storm and then a blizzard delivering so much snow it was almost impossible to get out of the ranch 

doors.  There is four feet of snow and the drifts from the blowing wind are over ten feet deep.  Will the family 

lose the ranch?  Will Timmy be able to financially help save the ranch?  What can a thirteen year old girl be 

able to do that can make a difference?  You will need to read the book and find out.  A Blizzard Year  is written 

in the format of a personal diary and a great example of a memoire.  The reading level of the book is 5.4 so if 

you are not at that level, you may want to read this book with mom or dad.  The following quote from the last 

chapter of the book is something worth pondering: We learned that it does no good to give up, even if you are 

stymied for a while, you just keep working at holding it together . 

 

 

On January 13 Mrs. Mary Margaret Winton, third grade teacher, approached me 

with a proposal to raise money for the victims of the Haiti earthquake disaster.  

She proposed that the students and faculty be given the opportunity to wear a 

hat in school on Friday, January 15, and in turn donate $1 to be sent to the relief 

efforts in Haiti.  I thought this was a fantastic idea and 

announced it on the pm announcements that afternoon.  I 

challenged the faculty and staff to contribute $500 to the 

Haiti relief effort.  Unbeknownst to me, the faculty had 

met and agreed to match the student, faculty, and staff donation up to the 

amount of $500.  On January 15 there were hats of all dif-

ferent kinds, shapes, and colors all over the building 

demonstrating our support for the victims in Haiti.  

When the final count was finished, the students and staff 

had raised $807.44 in donations.  The faculty contributed $500 from their fund 

and the total sent to the relief effort in Haiti was $1,307.44.  Way to GO or better 

yet way to CARE!!  I am continually proud of our students and community for 

their kind and caring ways.  They continue to demonstrate their CARING build-

ing block of character even though our caring projects of November and De-

cember are in the past.  I am proud to be the principal of such a caring community!  
                                                                                                                                      Dr. Williams 

http://www.amazon.com/Blizzard-Year-Gretel-Ehrlich/dp/0786803649/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1265135838&sr=1-2

