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Principal 6s Lett e

Where has November gone? We are just three school days away from Thanks-
giving and | cannot believe that when we return it will be December 1 Sl At this
time of year, | always try to find moments to pause and count my blessings. Not
just because it is Thanksgiving, but because it is almost the end of another calen-
dar year and want to stop to realize how ways | have been blessed in the past
year. All of us need those moments of quiet when we reflect on special moments
in our lives and use those reflections to guide our steps in the future. | am ex-
tremely grateful for this school, the students, the faculty, the parents, and the
community. It has been a wonderful experience coming to Hepburn  -Lycoming
Elementary School and being touched by so many wonderful individuals. |
would encourage each of you to stop and give thanks for those who have touched
your life and made you a better person because that person came into your life.

| want to thank all of the parents who came to the parent -teacher conferences.
We had 98% of our parents hold conferences with the teachers. That is fantastic!
The Monday following conferences, Hepburn started universal breakfast where
each child is eligible to receive a free breakfast. We have had between 250 and
275 students participating during the first week. The teachers have been doing a
great job in the classrooms managing the breakfasts and the students are doing a
great job getting breakfast finished in a short, timely manner so we can get on
with our learning activities for the day. | am grateful for the faculty and staff at
Hepburn -Lycoming Elementary School.

Prior to Thankgiving break the students and staff had given ap-

proxi mately $400.00 for the o
by theHel ping Hands. Students
for 0Toys for Totsdé in order

toy for Christmas. We will have 3 more days of collection and will
Iat v7o1 kenown the tatal enllected in thea navt newcelattar
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the earth will soon be hidden by the snow. The Special Gifts was recommended to me

by Mrs. Keller, our library aide. One winter day, quite by chance, three men met in a

forest. None of them had a place to live and so they joined their talents and built a home

together. Once the home was built, each of them took on a responsibility. Nicholas was

the hunter and provided the meat, Nicholai was the cook and prepared all their meals,

and Nicolo tended the house and garden. The o0thre
their lives and grew old together.

One evening, sitting by the fire, Nicholas said to his two dear friends that he realized that something
had gone wrong. None of the friends had used their special gifts in many years nor had they ever shared their
gifts with anyone over the years they had lived in the woods. The stone mason, carpenter, and poem stitcher
developed a plan that would bring joy to many people. If you want to discover the plan, you will need to read
The Special Gifts by Peter Grosz and illustrated by Giuliano Lunelli. | would also encourage you to read about
the author and illustrator on the back cover of the book. Peter Grosz was imprisoned falsely by the Romanian

Police, and Giuliano Lunell: was originally employed as an a
book. As you concentrate on gifts at this time of year, please consider giving the gift of literature to someone
speci al . I have already purchased speci al gi ftdanlawf chil dr ent

who will share them with the children whom they teach.

The Giving Tree

I would |Iike to ask for your help wi 2 ci al Dece
Giving Tree. 0 On Tuesday, December 8, have a sp
our next character block, ocaring. o The students wild/ b
be | ocated in our school | obby and will be waiting for vy

Your child will earn the privilege of having his or her snowman placed on the tree by giving a

canned food item to our food collection which will be given to a local food bank. We would encour-

age your child to give more than one item so that we can show a local food bank how much we

ocared by sending at |l east five hundred food items to ttl
Thanksgiving and Christmas, many people give food that will perish to the needy, however our local

food banks need food that will last long into the winter. We will be asking for non  -perishable can

food items.

Each child will receive a snowman/woman with his/her picture on it. On the opposite side of
the paper will be directions for cutting it out and decorating to make it personal. Beginning on De-
cember 9, students can bring his/her snowperson to school with at least one canned food item and
give it withthenon -per i shabl e food item to be placed on the tree.
continue through December 18. On December 21 *, our Helping Hands students will count and box
the items for transport to a local food bank. We will announce to the school how many items we col-
leacted O1ir embphac<ic i on teachina otir <ttident<s to care withotit exnectina anvthina back in retiirn
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¢ CANARILEY + O
¢ JACKIE SNYDER % =
¢ EVAN ZIELEWICZ ‘
¢ CLARISSA LANFREY -
& MARTI FISHER
4 ABBEY GROSS
4 AURORA BEAGLE
4 JOSHUA BONISLAWSKI
¢ |SAAC SNYDER
o ANDREW FISHER
+ MCCOY UNGARD
+ CHASE FULMER
SABRINA OTTENMILLER
@ KRISTIN OSBORNE
¢ HANNAH MERRILL
LACIE PICKERING (Art Primary)
¢ SABRINA OTTENMILLER (Art Interm)
¢ JACKIE SNYDER (Music Primary)
¢ MARK CARTER (Music Interm)
@ ALYSSA CHESTNUT (P.E. Primary)
¢ JESSE CORNELL (P.E. Interm)

AL UTC INUVETTTIVETD T 1T U THTET Uy, VWE VULTU Ul allu
passed extending the term of the president and sec-
retary by one year. This change is in conjunction with
some changes we are proposing to the by -laws. The
extension of these two positions is only for this 2009 -
2010 year.

We are proposing to have only two board po-
sitions change at one time. The president and secre-
tary will change together and the vice president and
treasurer will change together. Each of the positions
will remain two year terms.

Watch the January Falcon for more information
regarding this change and a few others.

The next PTO meeting is scheduled for Thurs-
day, February 4, at 7:00 in the café. Please plan to
attend as we will be voting on changes to the bylaws.

HOSS'S COMMUNITY NIElT

On Friday, December 11, we are having a fundraiser
COP000000000000000000000yxaKG G 1288048 {GSI1 FYR {SF 12d&aSd
P e < < < _-< will be given back to the school from this night. All you have
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- i to dois hand the community night card to your server. Enjoy
E@ ™ a night out with your family and friends. The cards are good
the entire day of December 11. If you need more cards or
W _ s R2Yy QG KIF@S yeé &S636)0Opgetds bl yoOe { I ASN
V" for absences other then illness or family emer- 0 t
v ) , . party.
", gencies, they must fill out an educational form "
y from the office preferably two weeks before the ‘
v day or days are taken. If the form is not submit- i
V" ted prior to the absence, the absence will be A
" marked unexcused. 0
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CALENDAS:
BRRRR!!!! 1T|S COLD OU [5 E Winter Break No school December 24 through January 1
Winter Concert December 16 @ 7:00 pm

Remember to dress for the cold weather, coats, hats , . .
. - - |t Martin Luther King Day No school January 18
gloves, etc. Students will have outside recess unless it IS




Donations to be accepted from November 23 through D)
cember 1.

Shopping will be on Dé7:280n
pm. If you have questions, please contact Mrs. Phillips

and play classroom Instruments with tocus on the singing
voice.
First Grade students are being introduced to quarter
notes (dubds) alnmdy 6esi)g h tAhmomogt eost h(edru
strategies, we show these rhythms with craft sticks. Ask
your <chil d t odadyréasw fdourdé sy caun.d du
Second Grade students have pIayed classroom in-
strument s acgc any cowboy s
baenry ‘th"ﬁgITeostoncb@o Switt B O ur pi
ACowboy Joed, students | et out
also begun studying high and low pitches on the staff.
Third Grade has been introduced to syncopation.
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Holidhy Blitees

The Hepburn -Lycoming Holiday Concert will take place
on Wednesday, December 16 " at 7:00PM. Families and
friends are invited to come out for an evening of enter-
tainment by our fine young musicians. The Hepburn
Band, Orchestra, and Chorus will perform a variety of
holiday selections for your listening pleasure.

ASympahd rhythms have been perf 0Or me
American round, ACanoe Songo
Raking Bluesodo. Ask your chil
sic class with some nemaditional rakes!

Fourth Grade has already covered the concepts of
form (AB, ABA and Rondo), and harmony with a focus on
ostinato and rounds. Recorders have been ordered and will
be used in music class in the Spring.

Fifth Grade began the year with a unit of study on
AThe Star Spangled Bannero. Studen
tory of our national anthem and focused on singing it from
memory. They followed with another patriotic selection,

AFi fty Nifty United Statesd which
alphabetical order!
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BOOK BINGU i Gradle Bools Cls

Book Bingo was held on Novem-
ber 17 for students and their fami
lies. Over 100 people attended this
event. Every child went home with
at least one new book! A special

thanks goes out to Mrs. Chestnut
and Keystone Bingo.

The jackets will be give

The Book Clubs have begun. It
when 4" graders choose to skip lunch in the
cafeteria and instead come back to their
rooms and have lunch with parents and dis-
cuss a good book. | t doesndt
than that or does it?
One of the books featured in the Book
Clubs is The Jacketby Andrew Clements. Af-

ter reading the book, we decided to do a coat drive. The 4 ™ Graders
took a letter home asking for dona-

tions of lightly, used jackets. We were

excited to collect almost 30 jackets.

n to the Liberty

House. What a great way to end a
oacdgood bookd



