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Principalõs Letter 
 

 

Spring is definitely in the air.  With the change to daylight savings time, I have seen an 

increase in the number of orange cards being issued this past week.  As you are 

aware, orange cards are issued for not completing homework assignments or class-

work that was assigned for homework.  It seems as spring has sprung, so has an in-

crease in students not being responsible in completing their homework.  I would ask 

you, the parents, for your help.  Please DO NOT sign your childõs agenda verifying he 

or she has completed his or her homework without seeing the completed homework.  

Please spend time with your child in that you oversee but do not do the homework.  

Homework is skill practice and practice is very important.  Watching interviews with 

the winter Olympic athletes should have made this very real to all of us.  The Olympi-

ans stated many times that in order to excel, it took hundreds and thousands of hours of 

practice.  We want our students to be Olympians in academics and therefore they must 

complete their practice by completing their homework.  We want your child to be suc-

cessful and as warm weather approaches and spring sports begin, PLEASE MAKE 

HOMEWORK A PRIORITY! 

 

We will begin the annual Pennsylvania State Academic Assessments, better known as 

the PSSA, on April 7.  There are three math tests and three reading tests.  We will com-

plete one test per day for six days including April 7, 8, 9, 12, 13, 14.  Each year parents 

ask me what they can do to help their child be successful on this test of reading and 

math measurement.  My reply is the same each year.  There is nothing you can do aca-

demically to prepare your child.  We are doing that at school and ask you to do your 

part at home in overseeing the completion of the homework.  The evenings before 

testing, please make sure your child gets a minimum of eight hours of sleep.  Please 

get your child up so he or she can dress for school without rushing and then eat a 

healthy breakfast.  This would be a breakfast loaded with protein and fruit.  Give your 

child a HUGE hug and kiss and let them know how much you love them, and are proud 

of them, and then send them off to us!  We will cheer them on and help them to achieve 

to the best of their ability.  Working as a team, we can make your child the best that he 

or she can be!  
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This is one of my favorite childrenõs books about spring.  The photographs are viv-

idly beautiful and captivating.  The song of spring is in the air.  In fact, the video-

graphers who made the video of this book, wrote a song about the animals singing 

of spring.  The book is Lost in the Woods  by Carl R. Samms and Jean Stoick.  Carl 

and Jean are a husband and wife team who live in Michigan and are amazing pho-

tographers.  Their first book, Stranger in the Woods , was a national best -selling 

childrenõs book. 

 

Lost in the Woods begins with the frogs welcoming spring with their special song.  

They have spotted something sleeping in the tall grass.  What could it be?  Some of the animals are chirping 

òget up, get upó while others are saying òshé.let him sleep.ó  I wonder what could it be?   Who has been de-

serted in the woods or could he be lost?  The cardinal says òAhh-had!  So you are the lost babe in the 

woods!ó  A babe lost in the woods?  What kind of baby could be lost in the woods?  This beautiful photo-

graphic journey and wonderful text always captivates me.  I would encourage you, as an adult, to read this 

book with your child.  The photographs will leave you wishing for the promise of spring.  I would also recom-

mend the video òLost in the Woodsó by Rob and Laura Sams.  It is entertaining yet educational.  See you in 

the library!  Remember the book Lost in the Woods  is available now for checkout in our library.  

 

 

 

   

 

 

      Bee My Honey!! 
 

Why is it that we immediately want to squash that honeybee we see flying around starting this time of the year?  OK, yes they sting if 

they or their hive (the beeôs nest) are threatened.  Whatôs wrong with that?  We, too, fight back in similar situations.  The only difference 

is when a honeybee stings you; it is giving its life to do so.  Yes, the sting of a honeybee is a death penalty to the bee itself. 

 

Anyway, donôt go out of your way to kill these fascinating creatures.  First of all, honeybees perform a VERY important function be-

cause, as they collect pollen, they go from flower to flower and blossom to blossom, thereby pollinating those flowers and fruits.  If it 

werenôt for these honeybees, apples, pears, cherries, peaches, and many other kinds of fruit would be much harder to come by. 

 

Here are some neat and interesting facts about these wonderful flying creatures. 

 

A honeybee farm, or a place where bees are kept, is called an APIARY. 

Agriculture depends greatly on the honeybee for pollination.  Honeybees account for 80% of all insect pollination. With-
out such pollination, we would see a significant decrease in the yield of fruits and vegetables. 

Bees collect 66 lbs of pollen per year, per hive. 
Honey is used by the bees for food all year round. There are many types, colors and flavors of honey, depending upon 

its nectar source. The bees make honey from the nectar they collect from flowering trees and plants. 
Secreted from glands, beeswax is used by the honeybee to build honey comb. It is used by humans in drugs, cosmetics, 

artists' materials, furniture polish and candles. 
The "ouch" part of the honeybee. Although sharp pain and some swelling and itching are natural reactions to a honeybee 

sting, a small percentage of individuals are highly allergic to bee venom. "Bee venom therapy" is widely practiced 
overseas and by some in the USA to address health problems such as arthritis, neuralgia, high blood pressure, high 
cholesterol and even MS. 

Honeybees are not native to the USA. They are European in origin, and were brought to North America by the early set-
tlers.  

Honeybees are not aggressive by nature and will not sting unless protecting their hive from an intruder or are unduly pro-
voked.  

There are three types of honeybees; the queen bee, the worker bee, and the drone. 
Remember, honeybees really are very good for our environment and for our fruits and flowers so please think twice be-
fore squashing one when you see it. 

 

http://www.amazon.com/Lost-Woods-Photographic-Carl-Sams/dp/0967174880/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1268854802&sr=1-1


 

 

There is a new face in the speech and language room at 

Hepburn -Lycoming.  It is Mrs. Jacksonõs student teacher

-Miss Julia Churba.    She is a student at Indiana Univer-

sity of Pennsylvania, and will graduate on May 9 th with 

her masters degree in speech language pathology and 

audiology .   She grew up in South Williamsport, and en-

joys shopping, reading, and swimming.  She is getting 

married on May 29th and moving to San Antonio, Texas.  

Miss Churba is very excited to be at our school, and is 

doing many fun activities with the students enrolled in 

speech/language support.  She is doing an excellent 

job.  Please stop in and meet her.  

Hepburn Team Competes at OM  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
On Saturday, March 13 the Hepburn Lycoming Odys-

sey of the Mind team competed in the North Central 

Region OM Tournament held at Mansfield University. 

The team had a long term and a spontaneous problem 

to solve in the competition. For their long term prob-

lem, they chose Food Court,  in which a food had to 

accuse another food of being unhealthy, and a panel 

of judges had to decide which food was healthier. In a 

tough field of 18 competitors, the Hepburn team fin-

ished 7 th. Congratulations to the participants - Jack 

Holmes, Joe Dinsmore, Tyler Anderson, Aurora 

Schemery and Lauren Saiers. We are extremely 

proud of our OM team and thank their coach, Mrs. Sue 

Dinsmore.  

 

 
 

Cogan Station, PA -- Move Over Famous Artists! Hepburn -Lycoming Elementary School artists are 

taking over the spotlight!  Mrs. McDonough Varner, the school's Art Teacher, has teamed up with 

Artsonia, www.artsonia.com -- the world's largest online kid's art museum -- to display the students' 

artwork.  

 Anyone can view the school gallery online at: www.artsonia.com/schools/HepburnLycoming1 . Visitors 

can browse the artwork in the school gallery by grade level, or by specific exhibits.  Hepburn -Lycoming Ele-

mentary School students join thousands of students from over 100 countries whose artwork is showcased on Art-

sonia.  This program is a wonderful way to get parents and family members more involved in Art Education.  

 Mrs. McDonough Varner has been able to start online portfolios for all second grade students at Hep-

burn Lycoming, but she would LOVE to have every student start an online portfolio in each grade level.  Par-

ents, if you are interested in helping us accomplish this goal; please contact Mrs. McDonough Varner at am-

cdonou@wasd.org  to see what you can do!  

 All of Artsonia's artwork (nearly 5 million and counting!) are viewable online, and any teacher or parent 

can create an online art gallery for their child or school. Artsonia provides several online features such as fan 

clubs and personal guestbooks, as a way for families to encourage the creativity and imaginations of their 

young artists. In addition, family members can purchase keepsakes imprinted with the child's artwork,  Artsonia 

will donate 15 percent of their annual product revenue back to school art programs.  

  Headquartered in Gurnee, Ill., Artsonia was established in 2000 as an online kid's art museum providing 

free, educational resources for kids, families and schools to create art projects. Since its inception, Artsonia 

continues to integrate technology in the classroom, develop multi -cultural understanding through art and in-

crease family involvement in children's education. To find out more, visit www.artsonia.com.  

mailto:amcdonou@wasd.org
mailto:amcdonou@wasd.org


 

STUDENT OF THE MONTH  

APRIL  

 
LAYLA WALDMAN 
HEATHER BUCKLEN 
JASON KELLEY 
MADISON BOWMAN 
MELINDA SHIPMAN 
BRENNA SCHNEIDER 
HAILEY DEBRODY 
ANDREW MCGARVEY 
ABIGAIL WELCH 
JULIA KIESSLING 
MARK CARTER 
ALEC DICKEY 
JACK HOLMES 
BRIGEN COHICK 
CARLEE WEBER 
KINLEY ANDRUS 
MADISON SATTERFIELD 
ADRIEN CROSSLEY 
JAKOB ADAMS (P.E. PRIMARY) 
SIERRA BOWER-MUESE (P.E. INTERM) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Honest Abe Visit to Hepburn 
  
The character block for February was shown to the en-

tire school with the òTruth Fairyó as an important helper. 

She helped the students in the video work through vari-

ous situations with telling the truth. A short skit was 

acted out by Abraham Lincoln, portrayed by Mark 

Carter, along with Mikayala  Plocinski as Mrs. Smith, and 

Brayden Cohick, as the narrator. The story told of when 

Abe Lincoln was honest with returning money to a cus-

tomer. Hepburn students continue to earn feathers for 

òHonestyó, òRespectó, òCaringó, and òResponsibilityó 

that are added to the òFalcon Soaring Above the Restó 

bulletin board.   

 

 

 

 

 

March 31 ðApril 2   No school for students  

     Spring Break  

               

April  7 -14   PSSA Testing 

 

April 8     PTO Meeting 7:00 pm

    

 

 

 

 

 

Many items such as coats, sweatshirts, hats, gloves , lunchboxes, 

etc. have been collected in the lost and found box.  

 

We will be displaying these items on a table in the hallway during  

Parent-Teacher Conferences. Please take time to see if your child 

has lost any of these items. 

 

 

 

Movie night was great! Thanks to all who attended and 

helped.  

 

We are currently selling Gertrude Hawks candy bars for 

$1.00 and April 24 is our Yard Sale here at Hepburn -

Lycoming. All proceeds will go toward swings and play-

ground improvements.  
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source of information about school performance and account-
ability.  They allow schools to compare data in a consistent way 
and highlight opportunities for improvement.  Go on-line to http://
paayp.emetric.net to access the report cards for the Williamsport 
Area School District and your individual school.  Choose Wil-
liamsport Area SD from the district drop-down menu and then 
click on the report card for the school.  A hard copy of the school 
report is also available on the public announcement board in 
each school. 
 
The report card is designed to ensure that the public is fully in-
formed about school performance, and to promote broader par-
ticipation and better decision-making by providing a shared 
source of performance data.  This federal initiative is based on 
the idea that a well-informed public plays and important part in 
�V�F�K�R�R�O���L�P�S�U�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���´ 


