
A Month of Giving 
Yuletide is ña season of 
givingò and we are cele-
brating that with three 
special projects at Ly-
coming Valley. The 
ñAnnual Penny Driveò 
began Tuesday, De-
cember 1 and will con-
clude Friday, Decem-
ber 18. Students are 
encouraged to bring 
their pennies, change 
or dollars to contribute 
to their homebase con-
tainers. The American 
Rescue Workers and 
The Salvation Army 
will share the proceeds 
of the Penny Drive. 
Our goal is to raise 
$1,000.  We express 
our gratitude to Ms. 
Skipper for coordinat-
ing this drive for the 
school. 

In our dining hall 

stands an empty tree 
that we hope to cover 
with new mittens, 
gloves, scarves and 
hats. The Annual Mit-
ten and Hat Tree will 
hold items that will be 
distributed to children  
in the Williamsport 
area through the 
American Rescue 
Workers. Please send 
in items with your 
child between Decem-
ber 1 and December 
18. Also our student 
council sponsored a 
dance in November. 
Admission was either 
$2.00 or two canned 
food items. Over  
$400.00 was raised 
and 4 boxes of food. 
All proceeds went to 
the St. Anthonyôs 
Center is Williams-
port. 

 

Ways to keep in touch 
 

Visit us at 
www.wasd.org 

 
Visit the PTO site 

 
Read The Echo 

 
Email Teachers 

 Coaches vs  
Cancer 
 
Coaches vs Cancer is a 
nationwide program 
founded by the Ameri-
can Cancer Society and 
the National Assoc. of 
Basketball Coaches that 

empower basketball 
coaches, their teams 
and communities to 
join the fight against 
cancer by participating 
in a variety of national 
and local community 
events. The LV girls 
basketball team has 

joined in this cause by 
soliciting donations 
during our end of the 
year tournament. Our 
theme for this cam-
paign is called ñHoops 
for Hope.ò 
Continued on pg. 9 
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The weather is beginning to 
change and is no longer warm. 
Please help your child choose 
proper attire when dressing to 
come to school. Please read the 
following reminder concerning 
the dress code found in the Stu-
dent Rights and Responsibility 
manual. The wearing of clothing 
that exposes the midriff or buttocks is 
not permitted. The wearing of pants 

or shorts below the waist is not per-
mitted. Examples of dress not permit-
ted: flip flops, tank tops, spaghetti 
strap tops, midriff shirts, muscle 
shirts, clothing with inappropriate 
wording and scanty shorts that do 
not extend beyond the studentôs fin-
gertips when the hands are held at 
his or her side. Upon entering the 
building, hats must be immediately 
removed. The wearing of clothing/
jewelry that exhibits references to 

drugs, alcohol, tobacco products, vio-
lence, sex, profanity, or gang-related 
activities is not permitted. School 
officials may impose limitations on 
dress if attire causes a disruption of 
the educational process or constitutes 
a health or safety hazard under the 
guidelines of the policy.  

Students are not permitted to 
wear winter coats during the 
school day. Reminder: sleepwear 
and slippers are not permitted. 

goal to make sure all students 
are included and together we 
can tear down the ñwallò, if 
we are united as one.  Our 
hope is to encourage students 
to cross the lines that divide 
our school and to remind 
them that they have the po-

ñMix It Up at Lunchò was held 
on November 10th.  Students 
were encouraged to sit with stu-
dents they didnôt know.  As part 
of our Olweus Bullying Program, 
all students should feel safe at 
school.  This event allowed stu-
dents to share how bullying and 
other acts of bias build a ñwallò 
of intolerance at school.  It is our 

tential to change the world. 
ñTogether we stand-divided we fall!ò 

Mr. DeWire holds his class meeting-part 
of the schoolwide positive behavior ap-
proach. 
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Dress Code Reminder 

Together We Stand-Divided We Fall 

The Echo    

phone where you could walk 
around anywhere in the house to 
make/take a phone call but you 
were limited by the distance from 
the base station. Also if the power 
goes out it wouldnôt work.  The 
next technology that we took a look 
at is cell phones. The advantages are 
that you can be in a store, car, at a 
soccer game and you can still use 
one,. The disadvantage is if the bat-

tery goes dead, you can not use 
them.  We next used our social 
studies component by utilizing the 
map of Lycoming Valley Middle 
School and hiding each piece of 
technology throughout the ground 
floor.  The students had to read the 
map and find the different pieces of 
technology throughout the build-
ing.  Both the science activity and 
the social studies activity can be 
found in the Pennsylvania Alterna-
tive Standards/ Life Skills Curricu-
lum that the district utilizes. 

Inside Our Classroomï Mr. Weaver 
The students in the learning center 
just completed a crosscurricular 
activity involving science and social 
studies. In science, they just com-
pleted a unit of study on  advance-
ments in technology, both  advan-
tages and disadvantages.  One of 
the technologies that we studied 
was the phone.  First came the 
house phone , which was tethered 
by a cord; then came the cordless 



 

Periods 1/2 just finished Civil 
Rights Movements projects as a preview 
to reading The Watsons Go to Birming-
hamð1963. This is a realistic fiction 
book that documents the Watson fam-
ilyôs trip from Flint, MI to Birmingham, 
AL and the time they spend in Birming-
ham in the midst of the Civil Rights 
Movement. Kenny, the narrator, and 
his family are taking this trip to drop 
off Byron, the oldest sibling, with 
Grandma Sands so she can try to ñget 
him in shape.ò Heôs making a lot of bad 
choices, and his Mama and Daddy 
want to help him save himself. While 
theyôre in Birmingham, Grandma 
Sandsôs church is bombed. These pro-
jects helped students become familiar 

with that historical era so they have a 
better understanding of the events in 
the story. 

Periods 7/8 recently completed the 
book Frindle which humorously docu-
ments the progress of a word from a 
protlogism (sort of like a word 
ñprototypeò) to a neologism (a newly-
coined, but popularly-used word) to just 
a plain word that would be found in a 
dictionary and used commonly. As a 
post-reading activity, the students have 
coined their own words for common 
objects and made poster presentations 
of those words to see if they might have 
the next ñnew word.ò  

Periods 9/10 just read the book No 

More Dead Dogs which deals with hon-
esty and standing up for what you be-
lieve, school expectations and activities, 
and extended into a great discussion on 
stereotypes. After identifying some com-
mon stereotypes, and discussing the 
often negative associations made with 
those ñgroupings,ò the students created 
posters to help eliminate stereotypes 
they think exist within our school or 
classroom and might be applied to 
them if someone didnôt take the time 
to get to know them as individuals. 

rumor spreading. Teachers and 
students read together Mr. Pea-
bodyôs Apples.  In most all class-
rooms the pages of the picture 
book were shared with students 
using projectors to ensure all 
students could view the book 
easily. The book was written by 
Madonna and based on 

Lycoming Valley Middle School 
continues to hold class meetings  
each month. These meetings will 
address student/student and stu-
dent/teacher interactions. The 
Olweus Anti-Bullying expecta-
tions were covered with all stu-
dents. Discussions at the last 
meeting were centered around 

an old Kabbalah tale. Special 
thanks to Mr. Gossner for assist-
ing with the technology portion. 
The Schoolwide Positive Behav-
ior Committee received encour-
aging feedback from both teach-
ers and students on the format 
of this class meeting. More will 
follow. 

Inside Our Classroomï Mrs. Kregerôs  6th grade  Lang. Arts classes 

Inside Our Classroomsï Schoolwide Positive Behavior Discussions 

of the sale will be announced 
later. Payment will be made at 
the time the order is placed.  
Our memory book has taken on 

a new look over the last few years 
and now it will be in full color. 
Again it will be procuded by 
school photographer Llew 
Wenzel of Wenzel Photography 
in Muncy. You will certainly 
want to purchase one. The mem-
ory books will be distributed the 
last day of school on June 11, 
2010. 

Memory Book Sales 
The Lycoming Valley Memory 
Book sale will take place the 
week of February 1-5.  A flyer 
with an envelope attached will 
be sent home a few days before 
the sale. The memory book fea-
tures a picture of each student 
and staff member. Also included 
are pictures of ensembles, teams, 
and many candid shots. Details 

Memory books are in full color  
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Each year, the faculty and staff of 
Lycoming Valley host the annual 
spaghetti dinner in order to 
benefit many local organizations. 
We have contributed to the JV 
Brown Library, Old Lycoming, 
Trout Run, and Hepburn Town-
ship Volunteer Fire Companies 
and the American Red Cross. 
The faculty also sponsors a $250 
award each year at the WAHS 
commencement that is awarded 
to a former Lycoming Valley stu-
dent. Funds have also been used 
to purchase items that 

directly benefit our students at Ly-
coming Valley. 

The last few years, attendance has 
increased at our spaghetti dinner 
and we would like to have an equal 
or greater turnout this year as well. 
Our dinner will be held on Feb. 26 
from 5:00-7:00 pm. On this same 
evening is the  Fifth Annual Talent 
Show. We are inviting students and 
teachers to sign up for auditions to 
be considered for participation in 
the talent show. Students may per-
form in groups or solo. Any type of 

talent will be considered for the 
show. Sign up for auditions will 
be Dec. 14ï 18 and done 
through the main office. If a 
group is auditioning, all names 
must be listed with the talent 
and specific title of song or per-
formance style. Auditions will be 
held on specific dates after 
school in January.  

In order to be in the audience 
for the talent show, you must 
purchase a ticket to the spa-
ghetti dinner. 

There is pending legislation that will 
require additional immunizations for 
students entering 7th grade next year. 
The following proposed immunizations 
will be required by the first day of 
school: 

Meningococcal Vaccine 

Tdap (Tetanus, Diphtheria and Acellu-
lar Pertussis Vaccine) 

Varicella #2 

All students in grades K-12 will be 
required to have two (2) varicella 
vaccines or proof of disease. 

Notices have been mailed home. If you 
did not receive a notice, your child has 
had these immunizations and no fur-

ther action is needed. 
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Lycoming Valley Talent Show Is Back 

From the School Nurse 

The Echo    

the cashier when going through 
the line. If the cafeteria card is 
lost or damaged there is a $3.00 
replacement fee that must be 
paid in the office before a new 
card is ordered. Please make sure 
that your child has money in his 
or her account at all times so 
that lunch is not missed.                                                     

 

Lunch Money Account 
Please remember to send all 
lunch money to school with your 
child on the first day of each 
week. This money should be 
taken directly to the cafeteria 
during homebase and placed in 
the box located in the food ser-
vice area. Students should not 
hand envelopes of money to              

Please check your childõs lunch 

account. 



 

Todayôs young people are living in an 
exciting time, with an increasingly di-
verse society, new  technologies, and 
expanding opportunities. To help en-
sure that they are prepared to become 
the next generation of parents, workers, 
leaders, and citizens, every student 
needs support, guidance, and opportu-
nities during adolescence, a time of 
rapid growth and change. Early adoles-
cents face unique and diverse chal-
lenges, both personally and develop-
mentally, that have an impact on aca-
demic achievement. 

Middle Developmental Needs 

Middle school is an exciting, yet chal-
lenging time for students, their parents 
and teachers. During this passage from 
childhood to adolescence, middle 
school students are characterized by a 
need to explore a variety of interests, 
connecting their learning  in the class-
room to its practical application in life 
and work; high levels of activity cou-
pled with frequent fatigue due to rapid 
growth; a search for their own unique 
identity as they begin turning more 
frequently to peers rather than parents 
for ideas and affirmation; extreme sen-
sitivity to the comments from others; 
and heavy reliance on friends to pro-
vide comfort, understanding and ap-
proval. 

Meeting the Challenge 

Middle school counselors are profes-
sional educators with a mental health 
perspective who understand and re-
spond to the challenges presented by 
todayôs diverse student population. 
Middle school counselors do not work 
in isolation; rather they are integral to 
the total educational program. They 
provide proactive leadership that en-
gages all stakeholders in the delivery of 
programs and services to help students 
achieve success in school. Professional 
school counselors align with the  

 

schoolôs mission to support the aca-
demic achievement of all students as 
they prepare for the ever-changing 
world of the 21st century. This mission 
is accomplished through the design, 
development, implementation and 
evaluation of a comprehensive, develop-
mental and systematic school counsel-
ing program.  

Middle School Counselors Im-
plement the Counseling Pro-
gram by Providing the Follow-
ing: 

Academic skills support 

Organizational, study and test-taking 
skills 

Education in understanding self and 
others 

Coping strategies 

Peer relationships and effective social 
skills 

Communication, problem-solving, deci-
sion-making and conflict resolution 

Middle School Counselors Col-
laborate With Others: 

Parents 

Teachers 

Administrators 

Students 

Community 

Why Middle School  

Counselors? 

Middle school students are character-
ized by rapid physical growth, curiosity 
about their world and an emerging self-
identity. Through a comprehensive 
developmental school counseling pro-
gram, counselors work as a team mem-
ber with school staff, parents and the 
community 

 

Keeping Our Kids Safe 
 

The current technologies avail-
able to our students are wonder-
ful tools that can enhance learn-
ing and development. However, 
those same technologies can put 
our children at risk or harm. In 
order to provide parents and stu-
dents with awareness and initia-
tive to stay safe while using the 
internet and other devices, Penn-
sylvania Attorney General Tom 
Corbett and his staff have cre-
ated presentations for students 
and their families. The Attorney 
Generalôs Office will be present-
ing this information at our 
school for adults in the evening 
and in sessions for students dur-
ing the school day. ñOperation 
Safe Surfò and ñCyber Bullyingò 
are the two topics that will be 
addressed in these presenta-
tions.òOperation Safe Surfò will 
identify how to keep children 
safe from predators on the inter-
net while still allowing them to 
benefit from the invaluable 
learning tools the internet has to 
offer. ñCyber Bullyingò is send-
ing or posting harmful text or 
images using the internet or 
other communication devices.  

Please join us on January 12 at 
6:30 pm for this very important 
program.  

This event is being sponsored by 
the Lycoming Valley Middle 
School P.T.O. This evening ses-
sion is for adults only. 

Why Middle School Counselors? 
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Highlighted ñReadsò in the LV Library 
For All Time 

By Caroline Cooney 

 

Annie, a teenager in 1999, tries to travel 
back in time to join her lost love Strat in Egypt in 1899, but in-
stead she ends up in ancient Egypt and 
in great danger. 

 

Code Orange 

By Caroline Cooney 

While conducting research for a school paper on smallpox, Mitty 
finds an envelope containing 100 -year-old small pox scabs and 
fears that he has infected himself and could infect all of New 
York City. 

 

Dog of Discovery 

By Laurence Pringle 

This detailed account of the Lewis and Clark expedition fea-
tures the dog that was its most unusual member. Selections 
from the actual journals of Lewis and Clark appear throughout 
the text. 

 

Come to the Castle! A Visit to a Castle in Thirteenth-Century 
England. 

By Linda Ashmand 

Illustrations and rhyming text depict life in a medieval times, 
with servants, squires, flying silverware, mystery meat, and oddi-
ties at the Earl of Daftwoodôs castle. 

 

Storm at the Edge of Time 

By Pamela Service 

Three young people have a chance of finding and reuniting 
the lost staffs of power in the Orkney Islands. 
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