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Cochran’s Own Cornucopia 
Although I am a huge advocate of the recycle-reuse-reduce lifestyle, I try to refrain from 

allowing this belief to spill over into my articles. Still, after reviewing my ’07 and ’08 articles 

in the November newsletter, I have decided to blend the focus of these into my ’09 produc-

tion. If I can maintain a focus, I will be able to harvest the abundance of community activi-

ties scheduled for November and share the plethora of ways our students and staff mem-

bers are thankful this year. 

 

First, let’s look at the ―horn of plenty‖ our learning community has planned for you to con-

nect with us. 

 
Cooking with Cochran: Our Title I teachers are at again. Please join us on Monday, Nov. 2, as we 

remind our students (and parents) why everything we do in our building is relevant. Reading recipes 

and using our measurement skills are essential in many of our daily activities. Reservations are recom-

mended but not required. 

A Cochran Hoedown @ Hoss’s: Boom-Boom clap, boom dee clap – dee clap…OK, I guess you have 

to watch Hannah Montana to get that one, but give it a chance; the beat is infectious. Anyway partner, 

please cast your vote for Cochran on Election Day (Tuesday, Nov. 3) and dine at Hoss’s on the 

Golden Strip. The only ―ticket‖ that matters on this day is the one that came home today in your 

child’s backpack. 

Tailgating and Pie Tossing: Celebrate the harvest season and another superb start to the school year by 

supporting Cochran’s tailgate party. Typically, I enjoy pumpkin pie during the Thanksgiving holiday, 

but for now I will have to dine on a bit of humble pie as our lucky fundraiser winners get to pummel 

me with a bit more than a dollop of whipped cream. 

Scholastic Book Fair: The book fair will be in town during the week of Nov. 2. Parents and grandpar-

ents are invited to join us for lunch on Wednesday, Nov. 4.  We have opted to serve soft pretzels and 

not turkey on this day. We would prefer you shop at the Book Fair instead of heading to the nearest 

La-Z-Boy; save that for Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 26. 

Parent-Teacher Conferences: I cannot overstate the importance of you attending your child’s confer-

ence. Your involvement is paramount to our success. See you on Nov. 12 or Nov. 13. 

 

Before I close, I invite you to delve deeper into this month’s newsletter to read more what 

our students are thankful for as we move toward the Thanksgiving holiday. Here is a pre-

view of ―I am thankful…‖ 

Finally, I would like to say that I am ―thank you‖ (I know it’s thankful, but my sons can’t 

quite get it right) that I get to work in such a supportive, student-centered community. 

 

With gratitude,  

 

Mr. Michaels 

for my mom and dad 

loving me.....Aaliyah S. 

for my family, my health, and 

a wonderful group of children 

to work with every day...Mr. 

Michaels, Sr. 

for my family, friends, and 

a house to live in... Esteban 

D. 
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Connect with the Cochran Community! 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 
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ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

MRS. KUNKLE 
 

The staff and I recognize and value all parents as partners in educating children.  The importance of 

schools and parents working together for the sake of children cannot be emphasized enough, especially 

in these elementary years.  Hereôs how you can help: 

 

Teachers always appreciate positive and supportive parents.  Communicate with your childôs 

teacher.  Keep abreast of whatôs going on in the classroom.  Find out more about what subjects are be-

ing taught.  Let the teacher know that you are willing to help out with activities as your schedule allows.  

Show your support to our School and our programs.  If your schedule permits, attend our parent-

teacher conferences, assemblies, concerts, and classroom programs.  You may also want to contact our 

CSA and see how you can join or help out. 

Children need to learn responsibility.  This is a life skill that will prove invaluable to them through-

out their school years and into adulthood.  Home is the first place that children learn responsibility.  As 

a parent, you have a critical role to play in helping your child become a responsible adult.  Work with 

your childôs teacher to see to it that assignments and homework are completed on time and in a respon-

sible manner. 
Homework is an opportunity for children to practice what they learned at school.   Itôs important that 

you make it clear that you believe homework is significant. Homework also teaches children pertinent 

skills such as following directions, being organized and working on their own.  Ask your child about 

school and homework every day.  Let the teacher know if there is a consistent problem with homework. 
 

Remember that as a parent your attitude is contagious ï if you demonstrate a positive attitude and a 

strong interest in learning and self-improvement then your child will model the same traits. 

 

Lastly, if you have any questions about our programs or our curriculum, please feel free to contact me 

during the school day or e-mail me if thatôs more convenient.  Thank you for your support and interest 

in our school. 

 

We look forward to seeing you at Parent/Teacher Conference on November 12 or November 13, 2009. 

 

Michele L Kunkle 

 

THE LITERACY COLLABORATIVE AT COCHRAN ELEMENTRY SCHOOL 

 

 

The Literacy Collaborative model in our intermediate grades provides us with tools to encourage your 

children to enjoy reading.  We use a variety of approaches to excite our students, especially those who 

are reluctant readers.  Each of these suggestions can be used at home to continue to encourage and create 

lifelong readers.  

 

READ TOGETHER:  Reading together is a powerful tool in motivating a child.  In school, it is our 

Read Aloud program while at home it may be listening to a tape together in the car. 

 

BEYOND BOOKS:  Reading materials come in many different genres.  In school, we read fiction, non-

fiction, poetry and magazines.  At home, you may read the instructions to a board game, a recipe, or the 

comics from the newspaper. 

 

KEEP IT FUN:  In school, we do readerôs theater to act out things we are learning and have celebrations 

when students read their writing to the class.  At home, you may take a well-known story and turn it into 

a silly poem or talk about song lyrics as a form of poetry. 

 

CREATE A GOAL:  In school, the children have independent reading goals and are rewarded when 

they are reached.  At home, you could create a chart and set a goal for a certain number of books read in 

a month or challenge your child to read different genres in a month with a specific reward in mind. 

 

ALLOW THE CHILD TO CHOOSE:  In school, a studentôs independent reading is self-selected.  At 

home, let your childôs interests be your guide.  The choice of nonfiction one night and a comic book the 

next night keeps it interesting. 

 

TALK ABOUT IT:  ñReading and writing float on a sea of talkò  (J. Britton) is one of the guiding 

thoughts of Literacy Collaborative.  In school, we discuss what we are reading independently and during 

our guided reading.  At home, it becomes easy to connect the events of the day with the books you have 

been reading together. 

 

MAKE IT A ROUTINE:  Intermediate reading workshop is a planned schedule of events that happens 

every day for your child.  At home, setting  aside a specific time each day will create anticipation for the 

event.  It will also send the message to your child that reading is an important activity at home as well as 

at school. 

 

As the long cool evenings of November arrive, it is a good time for families to try new ideas that will 

encourage reading together. 

HELP WHEN  YOU NEED IT 

 
Attached is a cycle day (Days 1-5) calendar for November with the days listed.  If school is 

cancelled due to inclement weather, please go to the next cycle day as follows. 



Title I Tidbits 

 
 November is a time for giving thanks, and the Title I staff is thankful for all 

of the parent support given to our teachers.  Each grade level had a great turnout 

for their parent literacy workshops.  Your support is so important to your children and 

us.  

 Many of the evening events held here at JHC are funded by Title I.  Novem-

ber 2nd  is our first school - wide Title I event called Cooking with  Cochran.  We will 

be òcooking upó some fall treats while reading the recipes. (Reading is found every-

where!). Please come to Cochran Monday evening, November 2 from 6:00 ð 7:00 for 

some sweet treats.  

 The first of our CSA book fairs will also be held Nov. 3 ð 6.  Students will 

have the opportunity to buy some books during those days.  There will also be a Fam-

ily night and a Grandparentõs lunch to make book purchases easy for all.  Books make 

great gifts!  

Give thanks for your child and reading!  

COUNSELOR’S CORNER 

MR. EDLER 

 

Olweus Bullying Prevention Program 

Starting in January, our school will begin implementing the Olweus Bullying prevention program. The goals 

of this program are to reduce existing bullying problems among students, prevent the development of new 

bullying problems, and achieve better peer relations at school. 

Three Key Components of Bullying Behavior 

Involves an aggressive behavior 

Typically involves a pattern of behavior repeated over time 

Imbalance of power or strength 

 

Once the program is kicked off in January, all students should understand our school rules for bullying, 

what to do if they or someone else is being bullied, and the consequences for the behavior. 

  

More information about this program will be heading your way in the near future! 

  

Thanks for reading and have a great day! 

  

Mr. Edler 

Cochran Kids Have Character 
Since it is November, our students  have taken a moment to share their gratitude. 

 

From Mrs. Taddeoôs room: 

Twila is thankful for Cochran School because the teachers and principals care about me. 

Mrs. Taddeo is thankful for my family, especially the addition of a happy, healthy new grandson. 

Julia is thankful for my mom because she cooks and cleans and buys me stuff.  I love my mom so 

much. 

Jabal is thankful for a good principal like Mr. Michaels. 

Julius is thankful for my family because they put a roof over my head and they give me food. 

Ethan is thankful for my Xbox 360 because I like to play my games. 

Marcus is thankful for my dog because I like my dog. 

Kwary is thankful for the school because we get to learn. 

Serenity is thankful for her family because they love her and care about her. 

Dayanarah is thankful for dance because I have been doing dance for half a year now. 

Mikey is thankful for my parents because they give me food and clothes and also they’re nice to 

me. 

Brianna is thankful for my family, my dogs and cats because they bring love to my heart and soul. 

Megan is thankful for my grandma Nana because she brings me to school and she loves me too. 

Marcquel is thankful for having a home to live in because I would be in the streets. 

Bakim is thankful for the teachers because they take the time out of their time to help and teach 

us. 

Shylar is thankful for his family because they got him where he is in his life today.  Also, because 

if it weren’t for them he wouldn’t have entered this world. 

Isaiah is thankful for my family because they help through life, they give me joy and they make 

me happy and because they comfort me.  All in all they’re wonderful. 

Keijuan is thankful for life because if I didn’t have life, I wouldn’t be able to meet all the wonder-

ful people on this earth. 

Kevin is thankful for his family because they are funny and are thankful for him too. 

Jeron is thankful for having a good school like Cochran because a man like Mr. Michaels is funny 

and a strong principal. 

 

Mr. Michaels’ students are thankful ... 
for having family, friends, and education...Sarah N.  

for my family...David L.  

for my class...Angelina F.  

for my family.....Christopher W.  

for my teacher, Mr. Michaels.....Nina J.  

for my mom and dad...Isaac R.  

for my teachers and my school...Sarah Bd.  

for animals...Sarah By.  

for school..Tyler  

for my teacher....Ethan  

for a house to live in and my family...Ty B.  

for my mom and dad....Nate E.  

for you letting me go n the computer...Mya M.  



 

YMCA CHILD  

CARE SERVICES 
 

Kathie Saar is the site coordinator at Coch-

ranôs YMCA Child Care Services before and 

after school program.  Parents interested in 

this service may contact the child care office 

at 323-7134.  This service provides supervi-

sion before and after school. 

REMINDER FROM 

THE  CAFETERIA 
 

Dear Parents), 

 

We welcome you to have lunch with 

your child.  However, please remem-

ber to bring your lunch money with 

you.  We cannot deduct your lunch 

or charge your lunch to your child’s 

account.  The price of an adult lunch 

is $3.30. 

 

Thank you, 

Cochran Cafeteria 

 

 

 

 

 

PARKING REQUEST 

Please be mindful of where you 

park your vehicle during arrival, 

dismissal, and evening programs. 

NURSEôS NOTES 

Mrs. Diane Demott-Thompson and  

Mrs. Karen Miller 
  

 

 FLU SEASON 

 

The flu season is here.  The flu is easily spread by coughing and/or sneezing.  Please do 

not send your child to school if they have flu-like symptoms.  To assist us in monitoring 

the number of students with flu-like symptoms, please call us to report your childôs ab-

sence. 

 

Symptoms of the Flu:  Seasonal---Fever (100 F or 37.8 C), coughing, and/or sore throat, 

runny or stuffy nose, headaches and/or body aches, chills, and fatigue. 

 

H1N1_(Swine)- Fever (100 F or 37.8 C), coughing and/or stuffy nose, headaches, and/or 

body aches, chills, and fatigue.  In addition to these symptoms, a number of swine flu 

cases reported: include vomiting and diarrhea. 

 

NOTE:  Students who are ill must stay home for at least 24 hours after the fever has sub-

sided without the use of a fever-reducing medicine such as Tylenol. 

REMINDER: THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY 
 

There will be no school November 26 through November 30, 2009 due to the 

Thanksgiving holiday.  Students will return to school on Tuesday, December 1, 2009. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COCHRAN IS ON THE WEB! 

Check us out @ www.wasd.org 

under schools! 

OR 

Check out our new building blog @ 

jhenrycochransbuild-

ingblog.blogspot.com/ 

PARENT CONFERENCES 

November 12 & 13, 2009, will be the Elementary Conferences.  Please 

mark your calendar and be aware that there will not be school those 

days for grades K through 5. If you are unable to attend the confer-

ence, please notify the teacher to reschedule another time.   

PARENT INVOLVEMENT  COORDINATOR 

MRS. HARDY 

 
Learning Begins At Home 

  

Your child only spends 15% of his/her waking hours at school until the age of 18. The other 85% is 

spent elsewhere, with most of it being at home. So, that means you are the most important teacher 

your child will ever have. 

Here are a few ways to make learning at home successful. 
 

Remember to visit our Parent Resource Center in the school library. It is filled with valuable informa-

tion to help your child. All the information is FREE, so stop in soon. 

Encourage Reading: 

Family read alouds: Take turns 

reading a loud to each other as a 

family. 

Be a role model: Let your children 

see you reading. 

Visit the library. 

Play Fun Learning Games 

Have a scavenger hunt.  

Play memory with a catalog. 

Make up a number word puzzle. 

Make Your Child Feel Special 

Tell your child that you love him/

her everyday.  

Place a special note in the lunch 

box. 

Ask what your child did at school.  

Let him/her know that you are 

proud of him/her. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Y.E.S. Coupon Requirements 

 
Our ExpectationéJ. Henry Cochran students will be respectful, responsible, and rea-

sonable individuals who will strive to function well in the school community. 

 

Please remember that students should initiate the behavior on their own accord. 

The idea is to ñcatchò a student being a positive, helpful, caring example to others without the student 

knowing. 

This program is designed to promote responsible, compassionate citizens in our school. 

The focus is on exceptional behavior. 

 

TOP  TEN REASONS TO GIVE A  YES COUPONé 

 
A student displays respect by being polite and listening carefully while others are 

speaking. 

A student displays courtesy by helping others and using polite language. 

A student displays responsibility by making thoughtful, wise decisions. 

A student displays leadership by keeping his/her group focused on their goal, tak-

ing initiative toward a positive goal and modeling good behavior, especially 

when attending assemblies, learning with a substitute teacher, and representing 

our building on field trips. 

A student displays honesty by telling the truth and taking responsibility for his/

her actions. 

A student shows compassion by reaching out to help other students, especially 

those in need. 

A student displays caring by being concerned about others well-being. 

A student displays kindness by giving their time and efforts to help others. 

A student displays pride by keeping the school environment clean and organized. 

 A student displays his/her personal best by learning from mistakes, trying harder 

when faced with adversity, and showing significant improvement in any area. 

WE NEED YOU! Please consider donating to the Y.E.S. Program! 

 
November 2nd—Mr. Beatty’s Class Field Trip to Wegman’s 

 

November 2nd—Cooking with Cochran @ 6 PM 

 

November 2nd— CSA Meeting @ 7 PM 

 

November 3rd—Hoss’s Community Night—11 AM to Close 

 

November 3rd—Ms. Loehr’s Class Field Trip to Wegman’s 

 

November 3rd—6th—Scholastic Book Fair 

 

November 6th—Fall ―Tailgate‖ Parties 2:30 PM 

 

November 9th - CSA Note Card Sale 

 

November 10th—Mr. Bennett’s Class Field Trip to Wegman’s  

 

November 12th and 13th—Parent-Teacher Conferences—No School 

 

November 20th-Third Grade to James V. Brown Library  

9:15-11:00 AM 

 

November 20th—Chinese Acrobats Assembly 1:30 PM 

 

November 24th-Fourth Grade to Thomas Taber Museum  

9:15-12:00 

 

November 26th - 30th — Thanksgiving Break—No School 




