
Dear Parent (s ) and Guardian (s), 

Thanks to Mother Nature, the month of March, which has already been associated 

with terms like madness and was the focal point of domed dictator Julius Cae-

sar’s perceptive expression, “beware of the ides of March,” is shaping up to be 

pretty well packed with events for our entire community.  However, would you 

expect anything less from a month that has come in like a lion and out like a lamb 

since we have been in preschool? Of course, these days, the departing lambs are 

now lined in lint if you attend my son Quin’s preschool. I am a huge fan of the 

early introduction to alliteration but a bit leery of having someone else’s dryer lint 

hanging on my refrigerator. 

Without further ado, here is what is on tap for the rip-roaring month of March: 

Read Across America: By the time you receive this publication, Read Across 

America Week will have been under way. As always, Cochran has a lineup of spirit 

days on tap as we celebrate our love of Dr. Seuss and our love of literacy. Check 

out the Title I section of our newsletter to see the recommended attire for this wild 

week. 

Poetry with Parents Night: Our families are invited to join us on Thursday, 

March 4, from 6:30-8 p.m. for a night of poetry in motion.  Berets are optional, 

but a sense of humor is required, especially since I will be the emcee. 

Math–Science Night: Traditionally, this event is held in February but because 

of one of our many snow days, it has been rescheduled for Thursday, March 11, 

from 6:30 p.m.– 8:30 p.m. On paper (or e-mail), this year’s event appears to be 

the best one yet. More than 10 local companies and colleges are on the guest list 

and are set to wow our students with the wonders of math and science. 

I am confident this list of events will grow as we progress through the upcoming 

weeks, so I invite you to keep an eye on our website and building blog (another 

shameless plug) for the latest additions to our lineup.  As you can see, the buzz in 

our building will match the thunderous arrival of March. The Cochran community 

will definitely not allow the Lion (to) Sleep Tonight (Tokens, 1961), or this 

month. 

Good luck with your brackets! 

Mr. Michaels 

Connect with the Cochran Community! 

J. Henry Cochran Elementary School 

1500 Cherry Street 

Williamsport, PA 

Phone: (570) 322-9731  Fax:  (570) 322-9733 

Check us out on the web: www.wasd.org 

Office Personnel 

David J. Michaels 

Principal 

djmichae@wasd.org 

Michele L. Kunkle 

Assistant Principal 

mkunkle@wasd.org 

Erick Edler 

School Counselor 

eedler@wasd.org  

Denny Logan 

Instruction Support 

dlogan@wasd.org  

Nel Stoudt 

Administrative   

Support 

nstoudt@wasd.org  

Kim Cillo 

Administrative 

 Support 

kcillo@wasd.org 

Dr. Shelley Litz 

Chief Editing Officer 

sllitz@wasd.org  

 

March  Family Newsletter 

March 2010 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 Day 4 

“Read Across 

America” week 

Honors band 

practice 9:00 AM 

& concert 7:00 

PM @ H.S. 

3 Day 5 4 Day 1 5 Day 2 

 

 

 

6 Day 5 

School is IN  

SESSION!! 

Snow make-up 

day 

Book Swap 

7 

8 9 Day 3 

 

Band/Orchestra 

CSA mtg. 7:00 PM 

in library 

 

10 Day 4 

Band/

Orchestra 

Poetry 

Workshop 

6:30 –8:00 

PM grs. 2-5 

11 Day 5 

 

Band/

Orchestra 

 

12 Day 1 

 

Band/

Orchestra 

Bingo for 

Books 7:00 

PM 

13 Day 2 

 Band/Orchestra 

Spring Photos  

 

14 

15 16 Day 3 

 

PSSA grades 

3,4,5 Math & 

Reading Assess-

ment  (3/16-27) 

17 Day 4 

KHZ—”Go 

for the 

Greens” 

18 Day 5 19 Day 1 

Family Fun 

Night grades 

K-5, 6:30 PM 

in gym 

20 Day 2 21 

22 23 Day 3 

Band/Orchestra 

24 Day 4 

Band/

Orchestra 

25 Day 5 

Band/

Orchestra 

26 Day 1 

Band/

Orchestra  

Kdg. transition 

meeting 

27 Day 2  

Band/Orchestra   

End of Third Mark-

ing Period 

28 

29 30 Day 3 31 Day 4     

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 Day 1 Band/
Orchestra 
All district 
choir concert 
7:30 PM @ 
H.S.  CSA 
mtg. 7:00 PM 
in library 

2 Day 2 
Band/
Orchestra 

3 Day 3 
Band/
Orchestra 

4 Day 4 
Band/
Orchestra 
Book Swap 
Poetry 
night 6:30-
8:00 PM 

5 In-service 
Day  (No 
School) 

6 

7 8 Day 1 
Snow Make-
Up Day 

9 Day 5 10 Day 1 11 Day 2 12 Day 3 13 

14 15 Day 4 
Band/
Orchestra 
4Sight test #4     
Spring Photos 

16 Day 5 
Band/
Orchestra 

17 Day 1 
Band/
Orchestra 
NRG- “Go for 
the Greens”  
Hoss’s night 

18 Day 2 
Band/
Orchestra 

19 Day 3 
Band/
Orchestra 

20 

21 22 Day 4 23 Day 5 
Mobile 
Dentist 

24 Day 1 25 Day 2 26 Day 3 
End of 3rd 
marking 
period 

27 

28 29 Day 4 
Band/
Orchestra  
Author visit 

30 Day 5 
Band/
Orchestra 

31 No School 
Parent/
Teacher 
Conf.   

1 No School 
Parent/
Teacher 
Conf. 

  



ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL  

MRS. KUNKLE  
 

Next month , our 3
rd

, 4
th

 and 5
th

 grade students will be taking the Pennsyl-

vania System of School Assessment (PSSA).   The testing window for Read-

ing and Math is April 7 through April 16, 2010.   The 5
th

 grade writing as-

sessment window is April 19 through April 23, 2010.  The 4
th

 grade will 

close out this month of standardized testing by completing the Science As-

sessment  between April 26th and April 30th.  

It is IMPORTANT that your child be present and on time during the test-

ing days.  Once testing begins, if he/she is tardy he/she will not be admit-

ted to the classroom during the testing process.  Likewise, once testing be-

gins in the morning, a student cannot be released from the testing situa-

tion until the test has been completed.  Therefore, if your child needs to be 

released, please contact the teacher prior to the start of the test to make 

other arrangements.  

Tips for PSSA Success:  

Please strive for regular attendance for your child . Taking the test 

with classmates and regular teacher is easier than during a make - up 

session.  

Ensure that your child gets a good night sleep and eats a nutritious 

breakfast.  

Express a positive attitude about the test. If you are positive, it will 

build your childõs confidence in his/her ability to do well on the test. 

Remember, all we ask is from your child is his/her BEST!  

 

IMPORTANT REMINDER!  

 

School WILL BE IN SESSION on Monday, March 8, Monday, 

April 5, and Friday, May 7, 2010. They are snow make-up days. 

THE LITERACY COLLABORATIVE AT 

COCHRAN ELEMENTRY SCHOOL 

Cochran intermediate teachers use the Literacy Col-

laborative reading and writing format to teach your 

children.  We know that reading and writing are inter-

twined.   Reading skills are enhanced with the physi-

cal act of writing sentences and phrases in a way that 

the child has seen while reading.  Writing is enhanced 

by trying different styles that have been noticed as a 

reader.  The complementary relationship between 

reading and writing can be continued at home.  Here 

are some ideas that may make writing at home a part 

of your childôs routine and help him/her develop 

greater reading and writing skills. 

 ÅRead a poem together.  Now try to write a 

poem in the same style. 

 ÅWrite a letter to a relative or special friend.  

Try including what you are reading and your opinion 

of the writerôs style. 

 ÅCreate a newspaper-style article using the 5 

Wôs ï Who, What, Where, When, and Why.  Send or 

e-mail it to interested family and friends to announce 

an exciting family event. 

 ÅMake a menu.  Use it as part of the invita-

tion to invite company to visit. 

 ÅMake cards.  Use word patterns (Get Well 

Soon) and figurative language (donôt monkey around) 

to write humorous greetings. 

 ÅPrepare lists for the grocery store.  Help 

children learn to spell tough words like broccoli, spa-

ghetti, pickle, etc. 

COCHRAN IS ON THE WEB! 

Check us out @ www.wasd.org un-

der schools. 

Nondiscrimination Policy 

The Williamsport Area School District is an 

equal opportunity education institution and 

will not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 

national origin, sex, and handicap in its activi-

ties, programs, or employment practices as 

required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 

1964, Title IX Education Amendment of 1972, 

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 

and the Americans with Disability Act of 1990. 

 For more information regarding civil rights, 

grievance procedures, or services, activities, 

and facilities that are accessible to and usable 

by handicapped individuals, contact:   

Debbra J. Savage, Esq., Director of Human 

Resources, Williamsport Area School District, 

201 West Third Street, Williamsport, PA 17701, 

telephone number (570) 327-5500 extension 

3541. 

Lost and Found Items 

Many items, from jackets to hats, are 

finding their way into our lost and found 

box.  The box is located in front of the 

gym. If your child loses something, 

please encourage your child to look in 

the box.  Also, feel free to check the box 

when you're in the school. 

Keeping an Eye  on the Weather 

 

Did you know that you can sign up to get in-

formation regarding school closings, early 

dismissals and weather delays sent to you via 

e-mail or text messaging? Visit the WASD 

website at www.wasd.org and click on the 

Channel 16 Winter watch link to sign up for 

this great supplemental service! 

http://www.wasd.org/


PARENT INVOLVEMENT COORDINATOR 
MRS. HARDY 

 
Hello parents! 

Read Across America Week will be held from March 1st to March 4th.  In honor 

of this week, we are having a book swap on Thursday, March 4th. The children are 

encouraged to bring in up to 3 gently used books from March 1st-4th.   (Please no 

books with coloring or torn pages). In return, they will choose the same number of  

“new” books.  When your child comes home on Thursday, turn off the TV and tune 

into those “new” books! 

Mrs. Hardy  

   Stay ActiveñStay Healthy! 
Just Tri It - Kids Triathlon: Preparations are now under way for our Just TRI It Kids Triath-

lon. Keep an eye open for the confirmed date and your opportunity to pre-register for this 

KHZ event! Also, free swim nights at the YMCA are in the works! 

NURSESô NOTES 

MRS. DEMOTT-THOMPSON AND MRS. MILLER 

ATTENTION:  Parents who register children for Kindergarten 

For School Year: 2010-2011 

Kindergarten children are required to have the following: 

Physical exam 

4 doses of tetanus ( usually given as DTAP, DPT, DT or TD) 

4 doses of diphtheria ( 1 dose must be on or after 4th birthday) 

3 doses of polio 

2 doses of measles ( usually given as MMR) 

2 doses of mumps ( usually given as MMR) 

1 dose of rubella ( usually given as MMR ) 

3 doses of hepatitis B 

2 doses of varicella ( chicken pox)-vaccine or history of disease 

Please make an appointment for any needed immunizations as 

soon as possible and request a copy of your child’s physical exam 

for the school. We look forward to meeting with you at the end of 

March! 

 

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION FOR 2010-2011 

 

Kindergarten registration for the 2010-2011 school year will be held March 29 to 

April 1, 2010 at Cochran Elementary School.  Hours are as follows:  9:00 AM-3:00 

PM Monday-Tuesday, 9:00 AM-7:00 PM on Wednesday, and 9:00 AM–11:30 AM on 

Thursday. Children must be 5-years-old by September 1, 2010 to be eligible for en-

rollment.  It is important to bring your child’s birth certificate, immunization record, 

Social Security number, proof of residency, and guardian’s ID when registering.  You 

do not need to bring your child with you during the registration. 

 Make the Right Choice: 

Choose to Return Your Choice Form on Time 

 

Williamsport Area School Districtõs Controlled Choice forms will be sent home during the first 

week of  March. Please complete the form and return it to our building. Please be sure to select 

three different schools; failure to do so could lead to loss of choice rights. Please contact the  

main office with questions. The deadline for all forms is May 1st! 

 



COUNSELORôS CORNER 

MR. EDLER 

Check out my updated school website for the following information: 
 

My Role in the School: You will be able to see how I help students and what ser-
vices I provide. 
Free Classes for Parents: The Family Support Center offers free classes for par-
ents on a variety of topics.  Check out this link and select March to see what classes 
are being offered. 
Community Counseling and Psychiatry Providers: Not all counselors in the 
yellow pages meet with school-aged children or accept the PA Access card.  All of 
the counselors on my list meet with children.  I made note of the ones that do not 
accept the PA Access card. 
Big Brothers/Big Sisters of Lycoming County: You learn more about the pro-
gram and how to sign your child up. 
The Learning Center: Find out how you might be able to help your child while 
helping yourself. 

 
You can find my website by going to www.wasd.org and selecting Cochran under 
schools.  Then click on programs, and then school counselor. 
 
Never hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns you may have.  If I cannot 
directly help you, I will do my best to connect you with someone who can. 
 
Have a great day! 
 
Mr. Edler 

Title 1 News 

Any time is a good time for reading, but March is an especially 
good month.  On March 2, Dr. Seuss celebrates his birthday.  On 
honor of this special occasion, Cochran will celebrate Dr. Seuss 
the whole week with Read Across America week. 

On Monday, March 1, it is Mixed-up Monday.  Please 
wear crazy, mismatched clothes. 

On Tuesday, March 2, it is Theodore Tuesday.  Wear a 
tie to school, the crazier the better!  We will also have Green 
Eggs and Ham for lunch.   

On Wednesday, March 3, it is Wacky Wednesday.  
Wear your favorite silly socks.  Hopefully the fox won’t try to 
take them!  

On Thursday, March 4, it is Top Hat Thursday.  Wear 
your favorite hat to school, especially if it has stripes like the 
Cat’s. 
 

Also, on Thursday evening from 6:30 to 8:00, to close Read 
Across America Week, we will have our 2nd annual Poetry with 
Parents night.  All parents are invited to come to Cochran that 
evening to write poetry with their child.  There will also be an 
“open mic” after writing time for all interested future poets.   Mr. 
Michaels will be the emcee, and a special guest will provide mu-
sic.  We hope to see you there!  

PARENTS RIGHT TO KNOW  

The No Child Left Behind Federal Law requires that the Williamsport Area School District 

notify parents of all children in Title I schools of their right to request information regarding 

the professional qualifications of their children’s classroom teachers.  If you would like to 

request this information, please contact Debbra Savage, Esq., Director of Human Resources, 

Williamsport Area School District, at 327-5500, ext. 3541. 

PLEASE RECYCLE YOUR NEWSLETTER OR RE-

TURN IT TO SCHOOL, AND WE WILL DO IT FOR 

FREE! 

IMPORTANT REMINDER: PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES  

NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS ON WEDNESDAY, MARCH 31 AND THURS-

DAY, APRIL 1, 2010 DUE TO PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES.  ALSO, 

THERE WILL BE NO SCHOOL ON FRIDAY, APRIL  2ND  DUE TO SPRING 

BREAK. 



March is Youth Art Month!!  

*A time to celebrate the arts in our schools!  

*A time to celebrate the creativity of our stu-

dents!  

Come out and celebrate the arts on 

òFirst Fridayó, March 5 

 and check out  

artwork from selected Cochran stu-

dents at these downtown locations:  

 

*Plankenhornõs Stationary Store 

*Java nõ Juice 

*The Baskin Gallery, located in the 

District Service Center  

Please consider donating to the Y.E.S. Program! 

Gifted Identification 

Cochran Elementary School will soon be in the process of identifying stu-

dents for the gifted program.  The IST team will be considering parent and 

teacher referrals during April.  Parents who have questions about the process 

should contact your childõs classroom teacher, Mr. David Michaels, Principal, 

or Richard Coulter, WASD Gifted Coordinator. 

CHILD CARE 

Students should not arrive at school before 8:15 AM at the earliest.  Arrival before this is 

unsupervised time.  Those students who enter for breakfast do not have access to the 

building before 8:15 AM.  For safety reasons, you should arrange leaving time for your 

son or daughter so that he/she does not arrive prior to 8:15 AM. Please do not drop off 

your child in the morning any earlier than necessary as supervision is not provided until 

8:45 AM.  Also, students must be picked up promptly after they are dismissed at 3:30 

PM.   

If you are in need of child care or "Latchkey" services before or after school hours, this 

can be arranged through YMCA Child Care Services which operates a program at Coch-

ran.  For more information call 323-7134. 

YES PROGRAM 

(We ALWAYS need your HELP!!) 

The “Yes” program encourages our children to demonstrate that they are good citizens.  

Each Friday, six names are pulled from the “YES” bucket, and the children receive prizes 

donated by you, the parents.  PLEASE DONATE TO THIS SUCCESSFUL PRO-

GRAM!  YOUR SUPPORT  IS GREATLY APPRECIATED. 

Special thanks to the following families and friends for their contributions to the “YES” 

program:  

 



COCHRAN CALENDAR 

P 
LEASE POST THE 

CALENDAR AT-

TACHED TO THIS 

NEWSLETTER AT A 

LOCATION THAT IS CONVEN-

IENT FOR YOU, SUCH AS 

YOUR REFRIGERATOR, IN 

ORDER TO KEEP YOU IN-

FORMED OF SCHOOL ACTIVI-

TIES AND DAYS THAT 

SCHOOL IS NOT IN SES-

SION.EACH NEWSLETTER 

WILL HAVE A MONTHLY 

CALENDAR MARKED WITH 

IMPORTANT DATES. 

HELP WHEN YOU 
NEED IT 

 
Attached is a cycle day (Days 1-

5) calendar for March with the 

days listed.  If school is can-

celled due to inclement weather, 

please go to the next cycle day 

as follows. 

J. Henry Cochran Elementary  is... 

...a learning community in which children will strive for excellence, realize 

their potential and make healthy lifestyle choices on a daily basis. 

BUS ZONE PARKING 

Please pay attention to the Bus Zone signs 

at Cochran.  Parking is prohibited between 

the signs on school days from 7:00 AM to 

10:00 AM and 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM.  Please 

follow this rule to ensure the safety of our 

students.  We appreciate your compliance 

with this situation. 

PARKING REQUEST 

Please be mindful of where you park 

your vehicle during arrival, dis-

missal, and evening programs. 

YMCA CHILD CARE SERVICES 

Kathie Saar is the site coordinator at Cochran’s 

YMCA Child Care Services before and after school 

program.  Parents interested in this service may 

contact the child care office at 323-7134.  This 

service provides supervision before and after 

school. 

 

 

March 1ð{Read Across America} week 

March 1ðAll district choir concert 7:30 PM @ high school 

March 1ðCSA meeting 7:00 PM in library 

March 4-Final RIF distribution for first grade 

March 4-Poppin For A Purpose for ñRelay for Lifeò team 

March 4ðPoetry Workshop grades K-5  6:30 PM 

March 4ðBook Swap 

March 5ðIn-service Day (No School) 

March 8ðSchool in session (snow make-up day) 

March 15ðSpring Photos 

March 17-Hossôs Community Night 

March 26ðEnd of Third Marking Period 

March 29-Alan St. Jean (author visit) 

March 31-April 1ðParent/Teacher Conferences (no school) 

FAMILY FUN NIGHT 

Mr. Veldhuis and the CSA would like to invite you to Family Fun Night on Thurs-

day, April 15, 2010 for kindergarten through fifth grade.  Students and parents 

will compete together in many games and activities.   Appropriate dress is essen-

tial.  Fun night will be in the Cochran gym.  There is no cost to participate and  

everyone is welcome.  Please come and join the fun!     

  


