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Philosophy 
The Williamsport Area High School 

offers a setting for students to grow and 

to interact with teachers and fellow 

students in learning. Recognizing 

individual abilities, attitudes, and 

behaviors, the school in cooperation with 

the home and the community 

encourages each student's aesthetic, 

intell ectual, moral, physical and 

social development. 
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Principal's Message 

 Objectives 

Aesthetic Development 
 To advance aesthetic education as an 

educational resource 

 To instill a feeling for the ordering of 

elements (i.e. artistic, scientific, 

humanistic) which in certain 

relationships produce style 

 To foster the ability to discriminate 

those qualities of media, structure and 

content from which aesthetic meanings 

are created 

 To promote sound judgment and 

aesthetic discrimination as related to 

the technology and technique of 

knowledge and media 

 To provide insight into aesthetic 

sensitivities and capabilities of society 

 To systematically help to develop 

informed individuals who, through 

sensitive judgment, criticism, 

evaluation and manipulation, will take 

part in the shaping of the aesthetic and 

cultural climate of society 

 To stimulate interest in the meaning 

and quality of the human experience 

through the interrelationships of the 

arts and humanities 

 To advance the premise that beauty to 

the artist and the viewer goes beyond 

mere merchandise 

 To provide opportunity to develop the 

skills necessary to become explorers, 

appraisers, communicators and 

perfectors or, in other words, to 

function as an artist in any endeavor 

Intellectual Development 
 To provide opportunities for 

refinement of basic skills 

 To enhance career planning 

 To promote an appreciation for man's 

heritage 

 To advance critical and rational 

thinking 

 To stimulate intellectual curiosity 

 To urge creativity 

 To foster an understanding of human 

achievements in technology 

 To prepare for the changing 

technological world 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Moral Development 
 To assist in the development of 

character traits of fair play, courtesy, 

honesty and self - control  

 To advance a respect for law 

 To instill a sense of personal 

responsibility 

 To promote the development, 

clarification and respect of individual 

values 

 

Physical Development 
 To promote a respect for the body and 

its continued development 

 To stimulate the desire to maintain 

good physical and emotional health 

 To assist in the attainment and 

maintenance of physical fitness 

 To develop competencies in lifetime 

and team sports 

 To encourage the development and 

growth of physical advantages to 

compensate for physical limitations 

 To develop competencies in manual 

skills 

 

Social Development 

 To foster a respect for oneôs self and 

others ï their rights and their feelings 

 To promote the practice of responsible 

and enlightened citizenship 

 To encourage the development of the 

flexibility that is necessary to meet the 

challenge of our changing society  

 To cultivate interests and skills for the 

satisfying use of leisure time 

 To create an awareness of school and 

community-based programs designed 

to meet specific needs of the 

individual. 
 

 

 
Mr. Bruce P. Elliott, Head Principal 
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   Welcome to the Williamsport Area 

High School!  Throughout your high 

school career, you will have the 

satisfaction of knowing that you are 

attending one of the finest 

comprehensive high schools in the 

nation.  What we offer our students 

here, is an enormous wealth of 

educational opportunity, extra-

curricular involvement and personal 

resource to enrich their lives.  

Interested in a career in horticulture?  

We have the programs.  Want to be a 

highly paid research scientist?  We 

can help you get there.  How about 

learning to set up your own website, 

for pleasure or business?  We can 

give you the tools to help make that 

happen. 

   As you glance through this catalog, 

you are actually reading a road map 

,one that will help guide you along the 

highways and byways to your future.  

You will see, with the help of your 

counselor, that the world is wide open 

for you here.  Whatever you are 

interested in, itôs likely we have it, or 

can do it.   

   As a Williamsport Area High School 

Millionaire, you will have the 

opportunity to expand your horizons- 

academically, socially, and 

personally.  If you take advantage of 

even a small part of what this 

handbook offers you, you will have a 

tremendous leg up on the rest of your 

life.  By working hard in their classes 

and adding to their experiences 

through extracurricular activities and 

athletics, our graduates are enrolled 

in some of the finest schools in the 

country and hold responsible, well-

paid positions in technical careers 

throughout the state and nation. 

   And it may seem that your four 

years of high school stretch ahead like 

an eternity, in truth, these years will 

go by in a heartbeat.  While you are 

here, enjoy the experience.  Take part, 

belong and contribute.  Do your best 

in class and outside the classroom.  

The opportunities ahead of you are 

without limit, and you can become 

anything you want to be.  So 

congratulations, youôve found 

yourself a wonderful place to attend 

high school. 

Bruce P. Elliott 

                                    Head Principal 

 



3 

 

The House Concept 

   The Williamsport Area High School is subdivided into three "Houses;" each containing one-third of the students in each of the four grade levels. 

The colors Blue, Gold, and Red serve to identify the individual Houses, each having an enrollment of approximately 625 students with C, D, and E 

"pods" being the core areas of the Blue, Gold, and Red Houses respectively. 

   Although our building is large, the House concept creates a more personal atmosphere. It allows each student to closely identify with a smaller 

group of students within the total school population. Ninth grade students are placed into freshmen rooms for their transition year. This transition 

program provides special supports to help the freshmen get a good start in their high school career. 

  Under the House plan, the student will have the same principal each year.  The guidance counselors have offices in the Blue House and Red House 

counseling suites, but serve students from all three Houses.  The following information will help you better know some of the key people who will 

work with you here at school. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOUSE PRINCIPALS (From Left to Right): 

Mr. Jeffery T. Robbins, Blue House Principal, received his B.S. degree in Criminal Justice from Lycoming College. He received his M.S. degree in 
educational administration from Bucknell University. Mr. Robbins was the coordinator of alternative education prior to becoming the Blue House Dean of 

Students in 1996 and House Principal in 1999. 

 
Mr. William G. Emery , Red House Principal, received his B.S. degree in Education from Bucknell University. He received his M.S. degree in education 

from Duquesne University. Prior to becoming a principal, Mr. Emery served as the Department Chair for Social Studies for two years and as a teacher for 

fourteen years. 
 

Mr. Melvin E. We n t z e l , Gold House Principal, received his B.S. degree in social studies, as well his M. Ed. from Mansfield University. Additionally, 

he received administrative certification from Bucknell University. Mr. Wentzel was employed by the Canton Area School District as a teacher for twenty 
years and assistant principal for five years prior to coming to our high school in September of 1997. 

 

 

 

 
 

GUIDANCE COUNSELORS (From Left to Right): 

David Green, Ann Kahler, Jessica Becker, Jean Cohick, Carole Heckel, Stuart Roe, Phyllis Sieber. 

 

Mr. Stuart Roe and Mrs. Jessica Becker may be found in the Red House counseling suite, commonly referred to as ñThe Freshman 
Center,ò and serve the 9th grade class. While Mr. David Green, Miss Phyllis Sieber, Mrs. Ann Kahler and Mrs. Carole Heckel have 

offices in the Blue House counseling suite and serve 10th, 11th and 12th grades.  NOTE: The counseling configuration may change as 

enrollment needs dictate. 
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History of the Williamsport 

Area High School 
   

 Although Williamsport's first school was in operation by 

1802, only six years after the city's founding, a high school did 

not come into existence until after the Civil War. 

   In 1869 an examination of pupils in the three highest grades 

in schools then in existence determined the selection of 13 

young people who, with Samuel Transeau as principal, 

constituted the Williamsport High School. Even though the 

entire physical plant consisted of one small room on West 

Fourth Street between Hepburn and Elmira streets, the public 

objected to the additional expense of this new school.   

   Over the next 18 years the Williamsport High School had 

five locations 

and seven 

principals; one 

of the early 

sites was the 

second floor of 

the old Engine 

House No.1, 

on Mulberry 

Street near 

what is now 

Little League 

Boulevard. In 

1873 the three- 

year course of 

study was 

expanded to 

cover four 

years and, in 

1877, to 

prepare 

graduates for 

teaching. The 

first 

Williamsport 

High School 

building was 

constructed in 

1877 at the 

southeast 

corner of West 

Third and 

Walnut Streets, 

accommodatin

g 250 students 

on the second 

and third floors 

and providing six elementary classrooms on the first floor.  

The Class of 1888 consisted of 160 pupils; by 1900 the high 

school had eleven teachers and 370 students. At the turn of the 

century, four courses of study were available: classical, Latin-

scientific,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

English-scientific and commercial, this last department being 

housed in the Washington Elementary School. The courses of 

study included such subjects as Greek, rhetoric, declamation, 

essays and orations. 

   A fire on Saturday morning, April 4, 1914, completely 

destroyed the Williamsport High School building and all 

school records. At the time of the fire, however, a new high 

school building was already under way at West Third and 

Susquehanna Streets, and the Class of 1914 were graduated in 

this still unfinished structure. Two decades later, increased 

enrollment necessitated the addition of a new wing and a 

gymnasium, which was built on later, which was built on the 

south side of West Third Street. This high school building and 

gymnasium are now part of The Pennsylvania College of 

Technology. 

   The name "Williamsport High School" was changed to the 

"Williamsport Area High School" in 1964, soon after the 

decision of the Pennsylvania Department of Education to 

consolidate and reduce the number of school districts across 

the state. January 1972 saw the Williamsport Area High 

School community move into its present building where the 

Commons, long walks between classes, the swimming pool 

and three cafeterias became a way of life. 

   Like its structures, the Williamsport Area High School 

traditions have spanned a good many years. The school colors 

date back at least to 1895, when The Cherry and White, the 

school's magazine, first appeared. The earliest available 

football statistics are for the 1897 season, in which the team 

showed a 4-2-2 record. La Memoire originated in 1920; before 

that time a special edition of The Cherry and White had served 

annually in place of a yearbook. Athletic teams have been 

known as the Wolverines, the Black Shirts, the Billtowners 

and, since mid-1930, the Millionaires. This current 

designation echoes the name of a local baseball team of 1890, 

in the Tri-State League, and undoubtedly refers to 

Williamsport's days as "the lumber capital of the world" and to 

the stately homes along "Millionaires' Row" on West Fourth 

Street. 

   From one downtown room with 13 pupils to a building 

covering 11.8 acres and accommodating as many as 2,000 

students, the Williamsport Area High School has come a long 

way. 

 

 

 

 

 

Statistical Facts About 

Our School 
Related Pupil Capacityéééé.ééé2,700 

Cafeteria Seatingéééééééééé1,200 

Auditorium Seatingééééééééé1,620 

Gymnasium Seatingéééééééé...3,000 

Football Stadium Seatingéééééé.7,000 

Swimming Pool Seatingéééééééé300 

Total Site Areaéééééé.éé147.2 acres 

Area under Rooféééééééé11.8 acres 

Personnel 
Present student enrollmentéééé.é.1,825 

Teachers.éééééééééééééé.119 

Principalsééééééééé.éééé.é..4 

Director of Career & Technical Education..1 

Athletic Directorééé.ééééééé...é1 

Supervisor of Special Study Hallééé..é.1 

Nurses (full and part-time)ééé...éé..1.5 

Intervention Specialistééééééééé.1 

Secretarial Staffééééééééééé.8.5 

Librarianééééééééé...ééééé.1 

Librarian Technicianééééééé...éé1 

Library Aideééééééééééé..éé.1 

Security Staffééééééééééééé..2 

Audio-Visual Technician.éééééééé1 

Instructional Aides (full and part-time).é.37 

Auditorium Manageréééééééééé1 

Guidance Counselorséééééééééé8 

Administrators, Curriculumé.éééééé5 

Custodial Staff (full-time equivalent)..éé16 

Cafeteria Stafféééééééééééé..24 

School Resource Officeréééééééé..1 
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Program of Studies 

 

Graduation Requirements 
   A student must accumulate twenty-two credits in grades 9 

through 12 in order to qualify for a Williamsport Area High 

School diploma. Among these are required credits in the areas 

of English, Social Studies, Mathematics, Science, Health & 

Physical Education, Keyboarding and Careers and the Arts 

and Humanities. 

   The following outline illustrates the specific 4-year credit 

requirements in each area: 

 

Subject Area......................................Required Credits 

English.......................................é 4.0 (1 credit per year) 

Social Studies............................................................. 4.0 

Mathematics............................................................... 3.0 

Science....................................................................... 3.0 

Health......................................................................... 1.0 

Physical Education..................................................... 2.0 

Keyboarding and Careers............................................0.5 

Arts and Humanities.................................................. 2.0  

 

   The Arts and Humanities requirement, totaling 2 credits, 

may be fulfilled gradually over the four-year period. 

NOTE: Credits satisfying the Arts and Humanities 

requirement must come from at least two (2) different 

departments.  The following is a listing by department, of 

courses available to freshmen, any one or combination of 

which will help to fulfill the Arts and Humanities requirement: 

 

 

 

 

 

World Languages    Music 

French I      Freshman Band 

German I           Freshman Chorale 

Spanish I     Freshman Orchestra 

Latin I                                    Performing Music C-O or C-B 

    Jazz, Rock & Contemporary      

Visual Art         Music 

Intro to Visual Arts               Digital Recording- Create Your 

Visual Arts Experiences     Own CD 

Guitar 

Fine/Performing Arts    Music Theatre I 

Drama I      

Drama II    Career & Technical Education 

      Basic Electronics 

      Basic Graphic Communications 

   Basic Metalworking 

      Mechanical Drawing 

     Intro to Horticulture 

      Career Exploration courses 

   Family and Consumer Sciences   

  

   Interestingly, some may find that they have fulfilled the Arts 

and Humanities requirement by the end of their freshman year. 

Those who haven't will notice that additional offerings, 

available only to upperclassmen, have been added to the list 

from which to choose. They include: 

 

English    Social Studies 

Writing Workshop Sociology 

   Psychology 

World Language AP European History 

All remaining courses  

   Career & Technical Education 

Fine/Performing Arts All remaining courses 

Drama III   

Drama IV   Visual Arts  

Television Production  All remaining courses 

    

Music   
All remaining courses  

  

   Although 19.5 of the 22 credits needed for graduation are in 

a sense pre-planned, remember that a student can earn as many 

as 28 credits during four years at the Williamsport Area High 

School (not including summer school). 

 

 

 

 

 

A Flexible 

Educational Program 
   There are no fixed curricula at the Williamsport 

Area High School such as the business, the college 

preparatory, or the general course of study. There 

are, however, some basic requirements designed to 

give all students a sound educational background 

and some restrictions concerning the year in which 

certain subjects may be studied. Beyond these, 

students may elect courses that are best suited to 

their abilities and future plans.  However, every 

student should elect courses in one or two areas to 

gain a good foundation for further study or 

immediate employment upon graduation. 

   Although this type of flexible program necessitates 

much planning by student and counselor, it is 

superior to the fixed curricula where all student 

needs may not be met. With flexibility, students may 

prepare for entrance into a college or university, or 

they may prepare to go immediately from high 

school into certain skilled jobs in business and 

industry, or, in some cases, they may prepare for 

either eventuality. 

6 
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Program of Studies 
 

Graduation Project 
   (Revised January 2005) 

  Every senior expecting to graduate in June is required to 

complete a Graduation Project.  

 

The New Required Standard Graduation Project 

   The first opportunity for students to complete a 

graduation project will occur during American History, 

which for the majority of our students, the project will 

occur in their junior year, likely during the third marking 

period. The project will be a four-six page formal research 

paper, complete with thesis, support and bibliography. The 

topic of this paper would be derived from a list of the one 

hundred top news stories of the 20
th
 century, as determined 

by scholars, economists, historians and editors. The breadth 

and scope of this list provides students an array of choices 

to examine a historically-based topic that connects with 

their interests. 

   Students will have an additional, or extended, opportunity 

to complete the graduation project during World History in 

their senior year.  This avenue will exist to benefit the small 

number of students who are either new to our district, or 

any student who has not fulfilled the requirements of the 

project during the junior year. 

   A student who transfers into this district will still be 

required to complete the standard project, despite any 

graduation project that has been completed in his or her 

former district. 

   The high school will create a zero-credit course that will 

serve as an indicator of completion. This will appear on the 

studentôs transcript. The assessment of the standard project 

will be the responsibility of the appropriate grade-level 

history teacher. This change will eliminate the disparity 

that has occurred in the past regarding the interpretation 

and application of a general rubric by a teacher who may 

not have a student in class. 

   If a student does not reach the proficient level of the 

standard graduation project during the third marking 

period, it will not detract from his or her marking period 

grade. The classroom teacher may then allow the student to 

complete or revise the project during the fourth marking 

period.  If the student has not completed the standard 

graduation project by the end of the junior year, he or she  

will have additional opportunities to complete it during the 

World History course in their senior year. 

   The social studies teacher will have the prerogative to 

assign the student extra credit on his or her marking period 

grade as additional incentive for completing the standard 

graduation project at the proficient or advanced level. The 

graduation project will not detract from a studentôs marking 

period grade at any point. However, failing to complete the 
graduation project at all will result in a studentôs 

ineligibility to receive a WAHS diploma. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Overview:  
   As requirement for graduation, all WAHS students must 

complete a uniform project with a proficient or advanced 

assessment rating.  Typically, this project will be 

accomplished during a studentôs junior year in the 

American History course.  There will also exist an 

opportunity to fulfill this graduation requirement during the 

senior year while enrolled in the Modern World History 

course. The studentôs Social Studies teacher will determine 

if a student successfully meets the requirements of the 

graduation project and a zero credit course will appear on 

the studentôs transcript to indicate completion. 

 

Requirements: 

 

1- This research project will be four-six word-

processed pages.  No handwritten document will 

be accepted. The paper will be double-spaced, 

using a 12-point font.  Please do not use bold, 

script, or italic fonts. 

 

2- Students will follow the ñMechanics of Setting up 

Formal Writingò that can be accessed in the 

WAHS Studentôs Guide for Written Work, given 

annually to each student enrolled. 

 

3- A ñworks citedò page is required, and it will utilize 
the Modern Language Association Stylesheet 

format, copies of which will be provided to 

students.  

 

Topic Selection:   
   In 1999, the Newseum in Arlington, Virginia, solicited 

from scholars and journalists their choices of the top one 

hundred news stories of the Twentieth Century.  Students 

will select their research paper topic from this list, which 

will be provided at the beginning of the third marking 

period of the junior year, or upon arrival at WAHS for 

transferring juniors or seniors. 
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Graduation Project 
Research Paper Format:   

   Students will utilize the following format for the 

graduation project once a topic has been selected and 

thoroughly researched.  The style of this research paper will 

be informational, and the parameters are as follows: 

1- Introduce the selected topic and preview the 

components that will be discussed. 

 

2- Describe the selected event and identify the 

important historical figures involved. 

 

3- Relate the historical origins of the chosen event. 

Examine the circumstances, atmosphere, or 

correlated events that acted as a catalyst to this 

news story. 

 

4- Analyze the modern impact of the chosen event. 

Support any assertion with an example of how this 

event has benefited or changed modern American 

life. 

 

5- Hypothesize the impact on modern society if this 

chosen event had not occurred. Support assertions 

by discussing how modern America would be 

different. 

 

6- Conclude the research project by identifying local 

historical links to this chosen event.  Describe the 

influence that this event has had on the residents of 

Lycoming County, in a related example. 

 

Assessment: 

   Evaluation of the WAHS Graduation Project will utilize 

the PSSA Writing Rubric; this rubric is also the district 

standard for formal writing.  However, an additional 

component will be added to the assessment process to 

determine whether critical thinking skills have been applied 

to the research. This additional evaluative component will 

reflect the levels of Bloomôs Taxonomy in the following 

manner: 

 

1.  ñKnowledgeò = below basic 

2.   ñComprehensionò and ñapplicationò = basic 

3.    ñAnalysisò = proficient 

3. ñSynthesisò and ñevaluationò= advanced 

 

Students must at minimum achieve the ñanalysisò level to 

successfully complete the graduation project.  A 

Graduation Project that is not completed, or a project that 

needs revision to attain the proficient level, will not 

adversely effect a studentôs marking period grade. 

 

   Special Education students will complete the Graduation 

Project either through their regular education program, or 

in accordance with the stipulations of their IEP.  A 

studentôs IEP team will determine the appropriateness of 

the requirements of the standard graduation project or 

stipulate that an adapted project is more appropriate, and 

define that adapted project for the student.  Special 

Education students will also have the opportunity to elect to 

complete an Advanced Graduation Project, provided that 

selection is in accordance with the IEP, and they have 

completed the regular Graduation Project in accordance 

with the regulations above. 

 

The Advanced Graduation Project 

 

For students who are interested in going beyond the 

research paper, there remains the opportunity to propose 

and undertake an Advanced Graduation Project, whose 

completing will be noted on the studentôs high school 

transcript. The advanced graduation project is an excellent 

opportunity for a student to explore unique possibilities that 

apply to his or her specific interests and talents. The 

advanced project is designed and created by the student 

with the guidance of a faculty advisor. 

 

Benefits:  

   A student who successfully completes the advanced 

graduation project will obtain the following: 

 notation of completion on the transcript 

 special recognition at commencement 

 ñproject certificationò for points in the National 
Honor Society 

 marketability for colleges and employers 

 

Preliminary Requirements:  

   For a student to be eligible for the advanced graduation 

project, he or she must complete the standard graduation 

project at the proficient or advanced level.  The student also 

must complete the project selection form that will be 

distributed by the Cooperative Education Coordinator. 

 

Timeline:   

   Students will propose their advanced projects during the 

fourth marking period of their junior year.  Projects will be 

completed and evaluated by October of their senior year. 

 

The Role of the Advisor:  

   After reviewing the studentôs proposal for an advanced 

project, the Cooperative Education Coordinator will 

distribute the proposal to the appropriate curriculum 

supervisors for the assignment of an advisor.  However, a 

student may also request a member of the faculty to serve 

as his or her advisor.  The student should discuss the 

proposal with the potential advisor prior to submitting a 

request.  

The following responsibilities of the advisor will 

assist the studentôs production of a successful advanced 

graduation project: 

 

 meet with the student at mutually agreed upon time 

to monitor progress 
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Graduation Project  
 advise the student on aspects of research, 

organization, and development of the project 

 develop a timeline to ensure successful completion 

of the project 

 review and assess all portions of the project prior 

to final submission 

 assist the student in the remediation of any 

problems  

 assess the final product and sign the necessary 

documents indicating successful completion of the 

advanced graduation project 

 

Additional Considerations: 

 

 Students should be willing to display or present 

their advanced project if requested. 

 

 Since this advanced project is elected, students 

should not expect school district funds to cover the 

costs incurred with their project. 

 

 District facilities are limited in their availability. 

Students must follow district policies and protocol 

to attain the approval for the use of district 

facilities.  

 

The Advanced Graduation Project will be available to 

the students who decide to explore educational 

opportunities beyond the standard project requirements, in 

a particular area of interest to them, and are not necessarily 

related to the standard Graduation Project.  The Advanced 

Graduation Project will be maintained in its current format, 

as noted in the Graduation Project guide, with the exception 

of the timeline.  It will utilize the established protocol and 

requirements for the assignment of advisors, and for the 

completion of the Advanced Graduation Project.  This 

project will become available to students during the fourth 

marking period of their junior year. It will have a 

completion deadline of October of the studentôs senior 

year.  It is important to note that all students will fulfill the 

requirements of the regular Graduation Project as a 

prerequisite to undertaking the Advanced Graduation 

Project.   Similarly, it is important to realize that any 

student who also elects to work on the Advanced 

Graduation Project will not have his or her graduation plans 

jeopardized by any circumstances that hinder the 

completion of this project, because the prerequisite project 

will have been completed.  

 

Advanced Project Possibilities:  
   The following list is abbreviated. There exist an infinite 

number of possibilities for an advanced project that is 
developed in partnership with a studentôs advisor. 

 exhibit a writing, music, or art portfolio 

 refurbish a historical site 

 create and implement an environmental 

improvement project 

 demonstrate a building trades construction 

 write and perform a music composition 

 design and build a piece of furniture 

 develop an math or computer project 

 create a robotics model 

 organize a health fair 

 originate aesthetic projects, murals, landscaping 

 design a research project that utilizes statistics 

 demonstrate an original science experiment 

 restore an automobile  

 film and edit a documentary 

 design a house or a building 

 record and preserve the oral history of senior 

citizens 

 design a playground 
 

PSSA Graduation Requirements 
 

   There are significant changes ahead for student members of 

the Williamsport Area High School with respect to graduation 

requirements. 

   As noted elsewhere in this handbook, the Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania has mandated requirements above and beyond 

the districtôs prescribed 22 credits for graduation from the high 

school.   

    Students intending to graduate in subsequent years will be 

eligible to receive a diploma only by fully and successfully 

completing the following requirements: 

 

1. Earning a minimum of 22 credits in the appropriate                           

distribution (or the equivalent by a waiver approved 

by the high school principal) and 

 

2. Completing the three 11
th
 grade PSSA components 

(Writing, Reading and Mathematics), and fulfilling 

each additional condition that results from the 

studentôs performance rating on the PSSAôs, as 

detailed below.  Each junior must sit for all three 

components of the state assessment.  In the winter of 

the junior year, the Writing Assessment is given.  

During the spring of the year, the Mathematics and 

Reading portions of the assessment are given.  

Individual scores for these assessments are returned 

in late May (Writing) and late August (Mathematics 

and Reading).  For each of these assessments, there 

are four possible ratings:  Advanced, Proficient, 

Basic and Below Basic.  Each rating has an impact on 

the student in terms of what happens as a result of 

that level of achievement. 

 

o A student who achieves an Advanced or 

Proficient rating on all three elements of the 

PSSAôs shall be eligible to graduate with no 

additional conditions, provided the 22 credit 

requirement has also been met. 
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PSSA Graduation Requirements 
 

o A student who achieves a Basic or Below 

Basic rating on any element of the PSSA 

shall have the opportunity to sit for the state 

retest in those areas of Basic or Below Basic 

attainment given in the fall of the senior 

year.  The state literature accompanying the 

assessment indicates that participation in the 

retest is entirely voluntary, but students 

choosing not to sit for the retest will need to 

sign-off on that retesting process for state 

records.  We will encourage our students  

who have achieved at the Basic level to sit 

for the state retest. 

 

o Students who scored at the Below Basic 

level will not be encouraged to sit for the 

state retest; those students need more 

classroom time and skill acquisition in the 

test areas, and should continue to increase 

their skills through continued classroom 

work, extra assistance from instructors, and 

self-paced tutorials in the assessment areas.  

It is important to note that the state currently 

estimates that it will return the results of the 

retest to schools in late February. Special 

education students whose IEPôs govern their 

graduation requirements will not be required 

to sit for the state retest. 

 

o A student who has achieved a Below Basic 

rating on the initial state assessments last 

year, or a student who achieved Basic status 

on last yearôs assessment, took the state 

retest and does not feel he/she did well on it, 

will be encouraged to spend the time prior to 

May 1 of the year preparing to take the 

Districtôs Local Assessment (DLA). These 

students will be taking the DLA for the 

opportunity to meet state standard 

requirements through district assessment.  

The Math and Reading DLA will be a 

computer based program while the writing 

assessment will utilize the PSSA Writing 

Coach Book. All will be reflective of the 

standards created by the state.  Each student 

who subsequently passes the DLA will be 

deemed to have performed at a Proficient 

level, and will therefore be eligible to 

receive a Williamsport Area High School 

diploma, provided the 22 credit requirement 

is met.  Students attaining a Proficient rating 

via the DLA will not be eligible to receive a 

state certificate. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

o Any student who, following the DLA,  still 

remains at the Basic or Below Basic level  

(i.e., has  not ñPassedò the DLA) will be 

required to attend a one-week pre-summer 

school session,  the week following the end 

of school. There will be no charge for this 

service.  Successful completion of this 20-

hour achievement session in the necessary 

subject area(s) will cause the student to be 

deemed eligible to receive a diploma from 

this high school, albeit after the formal 

graduation ceremony.  A student failing to 

complete this program will not be eligible to  

receive a diploma, not having met either 

state or district standard requirements, 

regardless of credit status (and beginning 

with the Class of 2004, the Graduation 

Project). 

 

o Currently, a student who has earned 21 

credits through the final quarter of the senior 

year is eligible to process, provided he/she 

has made provisions to make up the final 

credit during the summer school session.   A 

diploma would be awarded upon successful 

completion of the final necessary course.  

Under these provisions, the PSSA 

remediation piece is scheduled for the one 

week between the end of the regular school 

year and the beginning of summer school, so 

that those students who owe one credit and 

need to attend the remediation week will not 

be caught in a scheduling bind.  Therefore, a 

student who needs both the remediation 

piece and one credit may process at 

commencement ceremonies, provided he/she 

has committed to attend both the 

remediation week and summer school for 

the needed credit.  A WAHS diploma would 

be issued only upon successful completion 

of both obligations. 
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Course Selection Procedures 
Grade 9 
    

   When preparing your schedule, it is important to know that 

the high school uses a seven period day with all ninth grade 

courses meeting one period per day, five days a week. 

   Please follow these course selection guidelines: 

   (You may first wish to consult your counselor regarding 

summer school offerings.) 

 

1. Be certain to select one (1) course from each of the  

four (4) major subject areas - English, Social Studies, 

Mathematics and Science. 

2.   Elective courses are offered by the following 

departments: 

      English     Visual Arts 

      Career & Technical Education Music 

      World Language  

  

   From those elective courses listed on your Ninth Grade 

Registration Form (a portion of which has been reproduced 

elsewhere in this section), select a combination of courses 

carrying with them a combined total of at least 1.5 credits. 

 

3.  All Freshmen must elect physical education (.5 crs.) 

and Keyboarding & Computers (.5 crs.). Both are 

offered as semester courses. 
 

Remember, twenty-two (22) credits are required for 

graduation. 
 

Grades 10, 11 and 12 
Please follow these course selection guidelines: 

 

1. Remember, you have seven (7) periods to fill. 

2.  Use grids printed elsewhere in this section to 

actually list the courses you plan to take. 

3.  Check department course requirements elsewhere in 

this section. Be certain to first list those courses 

required for your grade level. 

4.  Each student is required to select a minimum of three 

(3) courses per semester from the following areas: 

Career & Technical Education        World Language 

Mathematics    Social Studies 

English     Science 

 Music    Visual Arts 

5.  Remember that no more than one (1) study hall may 

be scheduled per semester. 

6.  Once you have written a tentative schedule, make an 

appointment to see your counselor. After making any 

necessary adjustments in your proposed schedule, 

your counselor will give you a copy of the tentative 

schedule and a letter to be signed by your parents 

approving those choices. The completed form should 

be returned as quickly as possible to the counselor. 

 

    

 

 

   This completes the course selection process. When questions 

or problems arise concerning any aspect of scheduling, see 

your counselor immediately. Remember, twenty-two (22) 

credits are required for graduation. 

   Prior to the start of school schedule changes may occur 

through the guidance office. 

 

Course Change Process 
   Circumstances under which a course change request might 

be granted once the school year begins are limited to these: 

       1. Lack of prerequisite or necessary academic 

requirement. 

       2. Scheduled for a course that has already been passed. 

3. Scheduled for a repeated course with same teacher 

(where possible); such changes must be completed 

within the first week of school. 

4. Addendum to IEP. 

5. Seniors meeting "Life Experiences" criteria within 

the one week window to do so. 

6. Students wishing to enrich schedule ("Difficulty 

Factor" of new course exceeds that of course being 

replaced), provided all eligibility requirements are 

met. 

7. Any accelerated student in 8
th
 grade from one of the 

districtôs middle schools undertaking a WAHS course 

at the high school may drop the course and return to 

his/her middle school upon written parental request, 

and notification of the middle school principal 

involved. 

   All other requests for schedule changes require 

administrative approval, first by the Curriculum Supervisor, if 

applicable, and finally through principal approval. 

   Student requested changes require a written note of 

parental consent to initiate the process. Provision of consent 

in no way guarantees that the request will ultimately be 

granted. 

   A sub-standard grade does not constitute a basis 

for requesting a course change. 
 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  All course selection forms must 

be signed by the student's parent or guardian and 

school counselor. Once this approval has been 

given, changes in a student's program are difficult 

at best, and at times impossible to arrange. 

However, when a compelling request is properly 

presented, due consideration will be given to that 

request. 
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Ninth Grade Course Selection 
  

   Incoming ninth graders are required to choose 7.0 credits according to the plan below. Students and parents are urged to read 

the course descriptions given elsewhere in this section, to consider their choices carefully, and to consult with the middle school 

teachers and counselors. 

 

   Place a check mark in front of those courses you plan to take. Be sure to take this list with you when you and your counselor 

sit down to consider next year's schedule. 

Choose one: 

  1.0 English 9 

  1.0 Introduction to Literature and Composition I 

 ________ 1.0 English 9 Honors 

 

Choose one: 

 ________ 1.0 Civics & Multiculturalism (A) 

 ________ 1.0 Civics & Multiculturalism Honors 

 

 Choose one: 

 1.0 Algebra IA 

 ________ 1.0 Algebra I 

 ________ 1.0 Algebra II 

 ________ 1.0 Modern Algebra 2 Honors 

 

 Choose one: 

 ________ 1.0 Applications in Biology 

 ________ 1.0 Biology I 

 ________ 1.0 Biology I Honors 

 

 Required: 

 ________ 0.5 Physical Education 01 

 ________ 0.5 Keyboarding and Careers 

                   

Students must take two electives from the list below, but can only schedule one full year or two semester courses from the 

courses with an * 

 

                 0.5 Drama I 

________ 0.5 Drama II 

________ 1.0 French I 

________ 1.0 German I 

________ 1.0 Spanish I 

________ 1.0 Latin I 

________ 1.0 Performing Music C-B 

________       (Fr. Chorale & Band) 

________ 1.0 Performing Music C-O 

________       (Fr. Chorale & Orchestra) 

________ 1.0 Freshman Chorale 

________ 1.0 Freshman Band 

 0.5 Musical Theatre 

________ 0.5 Digital Recording-CD 

________ 0.5 Guitar 

________ 1.0 Introduction to Visual Arts 

________ 1.0 Freshman Orchestra 

________ 0.5 Jazz, Rock & Contemporary Music 

________ 0.5 Visual Arts Experiences 
 0.5 *Career Exploration ï Construction 

 0.5 *Career Exploration ï Graphic 

       Communications 

 0.5 *Career Exploration ï Information 

       Technology 

 0.5 *Career Exploration ï Manufacturing 

 0.5 *Career Exploration ï Transportation 

                 0.5 Introduction to Business 

 0.5 Family & Consumer Science 

 1.0 *Basic Electronics  

 1.0 *Basic Graphic Communications 

 1.0 *Basic Metalworking 

 1.0 *Mechanical Drawing 

 1.0 *Introduction to Horticulture
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Course Selections Grades 10, 11 & 12 
 

 
Student's Name _____________________________________ 

 

It is important for students to carefully plan for the future when choosing a path to a successful career.  The following information can 

be used to guide students through the process.  The success students display in high school is important measures for future success 

potential.  Employers, colleges, and other post high school opportunities depend on a successful high school record of achievement.  

 

Career/Educational Goal(s) 

9th Grade      10th Grade    11th Grade     12th Grade 
Career Goal(s)     Career Goal(s)    Career Goal(s)    Career Goal(s) 

_____________________  _____________________  _____________________  _____________________ 

_____________________  _____________________  _____________________  _____________________ 

Educational Goal(s)    Educational Goal(s)   Educational Goal(s)   Educational Goal(s) 

_____________________  _____________________  _____________________  _____________________ 

_____________________  _____________________  _____________________  _____________________ 

 

Assessment Data 

Name of Test/Inventory    Date Administered    Results 
Achievement   _______________________________________       ________________ ___________________________ 

Aptitudes   _______________________________________       ________________ ___________________________ 

Vocational   _______________________________________       ________________ ___________________________ 

Learning Styles  _______________________________________       ________________ ___________________________ 

Career Interests  _______________________________________       ________________ ___________________________ 

Other Tests   _______________________________________       ________________ ___________________________ 

PSAT: V ______ M  ______  Date Taken:  ________________   ACT Composite Score:  _______________  
SAT: V ______ M ______  Date Taken:  ________________ 

 

Tentative High School Course Plan 
 

9th Grade      10th Grade      11th Grade      12th Grade 

Course   Credit   Course   Credit   Course   Credit   Course   Credit 

____________ ______   ____________ ______   ____________ ______   ____________ ______ 

____________ ______   ____________ ______   ____________ ______   ____________ ______ 

____________ ______   ____________ ______   ____________ ______   ____________ ______ 

____________ ______   ____________ ______   ____________ ______   ____________ ______ 

____________ ______   ____________ ______   ____________ ______   ____________ ______ 

____________ ______   ____________ ______   ____________ ______   ____________ ______ 

____________ ______   ____________ ______   ____________ ______   ____________ ______ 

____________ ______   ____________ ______   ____________ ______   ____________ ______ 

Total Credits ______   Total Credits ______   Total Credits ______   Total Credits ______ 

_______________/_____   _______________/_____   _______________/_____   _______________/_____ 

Student's Signature/Date   Student's Signature/Date   Student's Signature/Date   Student's Signature/Date 

Comments: ________________ Comments: ________________ Comments: ________________ Comments: ___________ 

 

Interests 

Grade  School Activities      Community Activities      Interests/Hobbies 
9th  _____________________________ ______________________________   _________________________ 

10th  ______________________________ ______________________________   _________________________ 

11th  ______________________________ ______________________________   _________________________ 

12th  ______________________________ ______________________________   _________________________ 
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Tentative Four-Year Program 
 

Employment History 

Employer & Address    Dates Employed    Type of Work & Responsibility  Comments 
__________________________ ______________________ ______________________________ _____________________ 

__________________________ ______________________ ______________________________ _____________________ 

__________________________ ______________________ ______________________________ _____________________ 

 

Career Preparation Activities 
To Prepare for My Career, I Need to... 

Ã Enroll in a vocational or Tech Prep program. 

Area of Interest: __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ã Learn how to market my experiences and abilities (resume' writing, letter of application writing, thank-you letter writing, 

interview) 

Ã Pursue an on-the-job training program (Diversified Occupations, Cooperative Education, Job Training Program) 

Training Desired: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ã Enlist in the military service (ASVAB, ROTC, recruiter visit) 

Area of Interest: __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ã Attend a trade, technical, or vocational school (vocational college fair, school visits, financial aid) 

Area of Study: ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

School(s) Considered: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ã Go to work full-time (Job Fair, shadowing, job placement counselor) 

Type of Work: ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ã Attend a two-year college to prepare for work (Tech Prep program, vocational college fair, school visits) 

Area of Study: ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

School(s) Considered: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ã Attend a two-year college and transfer to a four-year college (vocational college fair, school visits, college workshops) 

Area of Study: ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

School(s) Considered: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ã Enroll in a four-year college (PSAT, ACT, SAT, achievement tests, financial aid applications, college fairs) 

Area of Study: ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

School(s) Considered: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Career and Technical Training 

Name of Courses/Program 

_________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Future Plans (After High School) 

Employment             Education 
Ã Full-Time Job          Ã Vocational/Technical Training 

Ã Part-Time Job          Ã Apprenticeship 

Ã Mili tary            Ã On-the-Job Training 

Ã Volunteer           Ã Community College - 2 year 

Ã University - 4 year 

 

References 

Name         Address              Phone 
 

_________________________________ ___________________________________________________ _________________ 

_________________________________ ___________________________________________________ _________________ 

_________________________________ ___________________________________________________ _________________
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College Entrance Requirements 
   

   Every student should be concerned not only with meeting 

graduation requirements, but with meeting college and other 

post-high school education requirements as well. 

There is a wide variation in the requirements for college 

admission. The usual college preparation course, however, will 

include sixteen units of subjects in the fields of 

English, World Languages, Social Studies, Science and 

Mathematics. A college preparatory program should include 

four college preparatory subjects each year. The highly 

competitive admissions offices are selecting students who 

elect the most challenging courses available. Students 

interested in the highly competitive colleges and universities 

are encouraged to take the Honors level courses whenever it is 

possible. The following distribution will satisfy even the most 

competitive colleges. 

English . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4 

Mathematics (includes algebra, geometry, and 

  trigonometry) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3 

Languages .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3 

Science . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 

History . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 

Additional units in any of the fields above .. . . .2 

Total academic units . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .16 

Electives, preferably in fields other than 

those listed above . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 

Total units . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .18 

   Some Liberal Arts colleges prefer more than three units 

in languages. Others will accept two units, some do not 

require any. When a college desires a strong language 

sequence, the following are in order of preference: 

 

4 years in one World Language 

3 years of one language and 2 years of another 

3 years of one language 

2 years of one language and 2 years of another 

2 years of one language 

0 years of language 

 

   Engineering Colleges require a college preparatory 

background usually including physics, chemistry and four 

years of mathematics. 

   Junior Colleges may prefer, but not require, all subjects 

to be college preparatory. Art Schools generally prefer a 

college preparatory background with electives in art. A 

portfolio of art work is usually required. 

   Music Schools generally prefer a college preparatory 

background with electives in music including Music Theory. 

   College Nursing Programs often require a college 

preparatory background including biology and chemistry. 

   Hospital Nursing Programs often require a regular college 

preparatory course including biology and chemistry. 

   Elementary Teacher Training Institutions often require a 

college preparatory background and advise art and music 

electives. 

    

 

   Vocational/Technical Schools often require a strong 

mathematics and science program including algebra, geometry 

and physics. 

   To be on the safe side, we strongly urge you to consult 

the college catalogs for admission information. Contact 

your counselor if you cannot make a course selection decision 

or have some doubts about the decisions you have made. 

   The above information reflects recommended minimum 

requirements for those who wish training beyond high 

school. This information was taken from a national publication 

and should not be confused with Williamsport Area High 

School graduation requirements. 

 

Honors Program 
   The honors program affords capable students an opportunity 

to plan their programs according to their interests, abilities, 

and goals. In grades 9, 10, 11 and 12, enriched sections in 

English, Social Studies Mathematics, Science and Languages 

are provided for academically able and ambitious students to 

demonstrate that they can perform effectively at a faster pace, 

with more difficult material and with greater responsibility for 

their learning than is expected in regular programs. 

   Eligibility for admission to honors courses is based on 

past achievement. Students should consult with parents, 

counselor and present subject teacher before selecting an 

honors course. 

   The following courses are offered in the honors program: 

 

English (9, 10, 11, 12) H   Calculus I AP H 

English 11 AP; 12 AP  Calculus II H 

Civics & Multiculturalism H French III H 

U.S. Govt. and Econ. H  French IV H 

U.S. Govt. and Politics AP Spanish III H 

United States History H; AP Spanish IV H 

Modern World History H  German III H 

European History AP  German IV H 

Biology I H   Latin III H 

Chemistry I H   Latin IV H  

Chemistry AP   Music Theory AP I  

Physics I H   Music Theory AP II  

Physics AP   Art History AP H 

Modern Algebra II H   

Modern Geometry H   

Pre-calculus with Trig H     

   

Advanced Placement Program 
   The advanced placement program offers courses on a college 

level, with the goal to receive college credit. Students enrolled 

in an AP course are expected to take the AP exam given in 

May. If a satisfactory grade is achieved, the student should 

request that it be sent to the college he/she is planning to 

attend. 

   Eligibility for admission to AP courses is based on past 
achievement. Students should consult with parents, counselor 

and present subject teacher before selecting an AP course. 
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College Entrance Requirements 
Advanced Placement Program (continued) 
   The following courses help to prepare students for the 

AP examinations: 

      

US History AP    Biology II 

U.S. Govt. and Politics AP  Chemistry AP 

European History AP  Physics I H 

English 11 AP    Physics AP 

English 12 AP   Anatomy &Physiology 

Calculus I H; AP  Music Theory AP I  

Calculus II H   Music Theory AP II 

Biology I H    Art History AP H 

    

Independent Study Program 
   Occasionally some students are provided with the 

opportunity for independent study in a number of different 

subject areas. Courses offered under these circumstances go 

beyond those listed in this section. Recommendations for 

participation in this program come primarily from classroom 

teachers, counselors and subject supervisors. 

Permission to participate is ultimately granted by the head 

principal. A maximum of one credit can be earned for each 

successfully completed independent study course. 

 

Guidelines for Approval of Independent Study Courses 

 A maximum of one independent study will be 

approved in a school year. 

 An independent study will only be granted when 

every scheduling opportunity in a studentôs schedule 

has been exhausted. 

 An independent study will only be approved when no 

other alternative exists.  Alternatives include 

approved on-line courses and approved college 

courses.   All on-line and college course alternatives 

must be approved by a team including the area 

curriculum supervisor and high school principal (or 

his/her designee).   All fees associated with the on-

line and college course alternatives will be the 

responsibility of the student. 
 Only students who have achieved ñadvancedò status 

will be permitted to take an independent study.  

Advanced status is determined by one of the 

following:  scoring Advanced on the most recent 

PSSA or 4Sight in the appropriate category (Reading 

or Math) or achieving a Grade Point Average of 95% 

or higher.  

 

Special Programs 
   From time to time, special programs based upon the needs of 

the students are offered by the faculty. In the past such 

programs have included: "How to Study" sessions, College 

Board Prep Sessions, College Finance reviews and a variety of 

mini courses designed to assist students in dealing with 

academic, personal, or social problems. Normally students are 

released from classes or study halls in order to volunteer their 

participation or the programs are offered during activity 

periods. 

 

Dual Enrollment Program  
   WAHS students may earn credits that will apply at the 

collegiate level while also meeting high school graduation 

requirements.  The credits will appear on college transcripts 

that may be shared with other colleges if a dual enrollment 

student seeks admission to another college. The price will vary 

each term depending upon the tuition and fees charged by the 

universities and the availability of grant funding for WASD 

students.    

   WAHS juniors and seniors may be eligible for participation 

if they meet each of the criteria listed below: 

 At least 11.0 high school credits already successfully 

achieved (at least true junior status); 

 Scheduled presently for at least two courses at a D.F. of 

1.2 or above; 

 Grade point average of at least 85% overall 

 Rated at least Proficient in both Reading and Mathematics 

on the latest PSSA test on file; 

 Can arrange transportation from WAHS campus to the 

college/university for classes; 

 Can pay all remaining fees and costs associated with 

participation beyond those covered by grants or other 

funding sources covered (prices change each year) 

   The university course schedule each semester is determined 

solely by each post-secondary partner. Only students who have 

exhausted the academic course offerings at WAHS may attend 

college classes during regular school hours if approved by the 

principal. Otherwise, all dual enrollment courses must be 

scheduled outside of the usual school day (late afternoon, 

evening or summer term).  We are trying hard to make the 

dual enrollment opportunity convenient and affordable to all 

who are eligible.  Toward that end, WAHS staff will continue 

to request that local universities offer courses on the WAHS 

campus during the summer and evenings to eliminate the 

commute to the college, although the decision to offer classes 

on our campus is made by each post-secondary partner and 

may change each semester. Forms and more information are 

available in each counseling office and on the district web site 

(www.wasd.org/de). 

   NOTE: The parent or family of any student who withdraws 

from a course or earns a final grade less than C (W, D or E) in 

any dual enrollment college course shall be required to 

reimburse WASD for all costs associated with the dual 

enrollment course (tuition, fees, books). This is approximately 

$500 for each course. 

http://www.wasd.org/de
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Career & Technical Education 

   As students progress through high school, it is important 

to do so with a goal of planning for a successful career. 

Most careers today require technical training. Williamsport 

Area High School students can prepare for college or career 

with Career & Technical Education (CTE) programs. CTE  

programs are approved by the Pennsylvania Department of 

Education. 

   N O T E: In cases where enrollments are limited in 

CTE courses, preference will be given to students who have 

selected a related occupation on their career objective. 

 

 
Mr. Theodore Piwowar, Career and Technical Education Director 

 

Accounting 
Grade 10 -  Accounting I 

 Computer Applications 

  Or 

 College Computer Applications H 

Grade 11 - Accounting II 

 Word Processing Applications 

  Or 

 Web Page Design 

 Small Business Management/Marketing 

Grade 12 -  Accounting III 

 Personal Law/Business Law 

 Business and Technical Communications 12 
 

Business, Computers, and Information 

Technology with Emphasis on Administr ative 

Assistant 
Grade 10 -  College Computer Applications H 

    Or 

   Computer Applications 

   Business Economics and Personal Finance 

    Or 

   Economics 

   Business Math 

Grade 11 -  Students must complete two credits from the list 

of required courses given below and one credit 

from the list of electives. 

Grade 12 ï  Business & Technical Communications 12 

Students must complete one credit from the list of 

required courses given below and one credit from 

the list of electives. 

 

 

 

   Required courses: 
   Accounting I 

   Web Page Design 

   Small Business Management 

   Marketing 

   Cooperative Education Experience 

   Electives: 

   Personal Law/Business Law 

   Computer Programming 

   Accounting II 

   Word Processing Applications 

   Business Economics and Personal Finance 

   Cooperative Education (12
th
 grade only) 

 

Early Childhood Education 
Grade 10 ï Level 1 Early Childhood Education 

Grade 11 ï  Level 2 Early Childhood Education 

Grade 12 ï  Level 3 Early Childhood Education  

 

Culinar y Arts 
Grade 10 -  Level 1 Culinary Arts 

Grade 11 -  Level 2 Culinary Arts 

Grade 12 -  Level 3 Culinary Arts 

 

Construction Trades 
Grade 10 ï  Level 1 Construction Trades 

Grade 11 -  Level 2 Construction Trades  

Grade 12 ï  Level 3 Construction Trades  

 

Drafting Design Technology 
Grade 10 ï Level 1 Drafting Design Technology 

Grade 11 ï Level 2 Drafting Design Technology 

Grade 12 ï Level 3 Drafting Design Technology 

 

Electronics Technology 
Grade 11 ï Level 1 Electronics Technology 

Grade 12 ï Level 2 Electronics Technology 

 

Graphic Communication 
Grade 10 -  Level 1 Graphic Communications 

Grade 11 -  Level 2 Graphic Communications  

Grade 12 -  Level 3 Graphic Communications 
 

Health Assisting Careers 
Grade 10 ï Introduction to Health Occupations 

   Chemistry I or 

   Applied Chemistry 

Grade 11 ï Health Assisting I 

   Medical Terminology 

   Physics or Concepts of Physics 

Grade 12 ï Health Assisting II 

   Anatomy & Physiology  

   Biology II 
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Career & Technical Education  
 

Health Professional Careers 
Grade 10 ï Introduction to Health Occupations 

   Chemistry I 

Grade 11 ï Health Professions I 

   Medical Terminology 

   Physics or Concepts of Physics 

Grade 12 ï Health Professions II 

   Biology II 

       Anatomy & Physiology 

 

Horticulture  
Grade 10 -  Level 1 Horticulture 

   Chemistry 

Grade 11 -  Level 2 Horticulture 

   Concepts of Physics 

Grade 12 -  Level 3 Horticulture 

   Biology II 

 

Automotive Technology 
Grade 10 ï Level 1 Automotive Technology  

Grade 11 ï Level 2 Automotive Technology 

Grade 12 ï Level 3 Automotive Technology 

 

Welding Technology 
Grade 10 -  Level 1 Welding Technology 

Grade 11 -  Level 2 Welding Technology 

Grade 12 -  Level 3 Welding Technology 

 

Cooperative Education (Work-Based Learning) 
   Cooperative education is a structured method of combining 

classroom-based education with practical work experience. 

Research indicates that employers value job experience in their 

newly hired workers.  A cooperative education experience, 

commonly known as a "co-op", provides academic credit for 

structured job experience. Cooperative education is taking on 

new importance in helping young people to make the school-

to-work transition. 

 

CTE students are eligible for ñco-opò experiences if they have 

met the following criteria: 

1. A senior in good academic standing. 

2. In line to be a CTE completer by the end of 

their senior year. 

3. Have good attendance. 

4. Be in one of WAHSôs approved CTE 

programs. 

5. Have transportation to and from their work 

site. 

 

Co-op students spend part of the school day in school taking 

classes required for graduation. The remainder of the day is 
spent at a work site doing a paid job experience related to their 

CTE area of study. 

 

 

Career and Technical Education Electives 
  All CTE courses are available for any students choosing to 

enroll in only one course. 
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Minimum Promotion 

Requirements 
   To be admitted to the freshman class, a student must be 

promoted by the middle school. The Middle School Promotion 

Policy states: Any student failing more than two courses taken in 

the following areas - English, mathematics, social studies, science 

- or any student failing either English or mathematics twice in two 

consecutive school years - or any student failing more than half of 

all courses taken during a given school year, shall be retained at 

that level for the next school year. A student may be retained no 

more than one time at any grade level during the middle school 

years. 

   To be a sophomore, a student shall have earned four and one-

half (4.5) credits as a freshman, including credits in health and 

physical education. To be a junior, a student shall have earned 

nine (9.0) credits as a freshman and sophomore, including 

credits in health and physical education. To be a senior, a 

student shall have earned fourteen (14.0) credits as a freshman, 

sophomore and junior, including credits in health and physical 

education. 
   NOTE: A student who fails a required course must repeat that 

course until it is passed. We recommend that the subject failed be 

made up in summer school. 

 

Life Experiences Program 
   The Williamsport Area High School makes available to 

qualifying students the opportunity to pursue community-based 

education or Life Experience.  This might include part-time 

employment, advanced learning, or domestic responsibilities. 

 

Eligibility  
   Students enrolled in the Career & Technical Education 

programs are not eligible because of existing opportunities for 

work experience within those programs. Students with IEPôs may 

qualify for work experience under the Job Training Program with 

Mrs. Cioffi. This may be a paid or volunteer experience helping 

benefit the students through accruing academic credit for 

successful participation in such an endeavor. Any other senior 

may request the opportunity to participate by contacting his/her 

guidance counselor. The WAHS head principal will be the final 

authority for Life Experiences placement.  At the time of the 

application for second semester Life Experience, seniors must be 

passing ALL core, non-elective subjects.  Eligibility for Life 

Experiences requires proof of employment and PSSA 

proficiency in grade 11.  Students in credit earning programs 

(Cooperative education, Diversified Occupations, Job Training 

Program) have additional requirements. Students must have 

sufficient credits to graduate in order to be eligible to 

participate in this program since the program itself carries with 

it no credits. 
NOTE: IEP students and CTE students are not eligible for 

the Life Experiences Program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Credits 
   No credits are awarded for participation in the Life Experiences 

Programs beyond those academic credits received from daily 

participation in non-Life Experiences academic coursework at the 

high school. 

 

Guidelines 
o Only seniors are eligible to participate. 

o PSSA proficiency in grade 11. 

o Interested students must obtain and return an application 

to their counselor. 

o Academic classes must be scheduled for at least four 

periods each day.  The Life Experience may only be 

scheduled for one, two, or three periods daily. 

o Any re-scheduling of classes must be completed within 

one week following the beginning of the school year. 

o Scheduling of classes must be completed within one 

week after the fall or spring semester has begun. 

o Students must be on target to earn sufficient credits to 

graduate in order to be eligible for participation in the 

program. 

o Students with more than twenty (20) days of absence 

and/or ten (10) times tardy during the preceding school 

year will be ineligible. 

o Students who have been suspended either in-school or 

out-of-school for a combined total of ten (10) days 

during the preceding school year will be ineligible. 

o At regular intervals, participating students may be 

required to verify that their Life Experience activity 

continues uninterrupted. 

 

   Each student participating in this program must reflect an 

attitude conducive to work as well as self-discipline and a 

sense of responsibility.  Failure to demonstrate these qualities 

will deprive the student of the opportunity to participate in, 

or continue in, the program. 

 

Commencement 

Participation 
   Each member of the senior class is eligible to process on the 

evening of Commencement only if the student has sufficient 

credits to qualify for a diploma by the end of the summer session 

immediately following the senior year. This means that students 

lacking more than one (1) credit will not be permitted to process 

on the evening of Commencement. Remember, twenty-two (22) 

credits (to include required credits in certain areas) must be 

accumulated in order to qualify for a Williamsport Area High 

School diploma. If there is any uncertainty regarding your credit 

status, please contact the appropriate guidance counselor at your 

earliest convenience.  All students expecting a diploma must also 

have performed on the PSSAôs as described earlier in this 

handbook and have completed a graduation project to be eligible. 
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Early Graduation 
Requirements for Graduation after the Junior 

Year: 
1 .  A written request initiated by the student and signed by 

both student and parent must be made on or before the 

first day of March of the year prior to that of requested 

graduation (March of sophomore year). 

2 .  The written request must be submitted to and be 

approved by the head principal. 

3 .  A student must have earned a minimum of 22 credits and                                                                                                                                                             

completed all required courses and have maintained an 

overall cumulative average of 85 percent or higher in the 

freshman, sophomore and junior years. 

Example: 

Grade 9 (full schedule) . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.0 credits 

Summer school before 10
th
 .. .. . . . . . . . 1.0 credits 

Grade 10 (full schedule) . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.0 credits 

Summer school before 11
th
 .  . . . . . . . . .1.0 credits 

Grade 11 (full schedule) . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.0 credits 

Summer school following .. . . . . . . . . ...0.5 credits 

TO TA L . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23.5 credits 

4. The student must arrange with his/her counselor to sit for 

PSSAôs as a sophomore, and complete the graduate 

project by the end of the junior year. 

 

Requirements for Mid-Term Graduation 

during Senior Year 
1 .  A written request initiated by the student and signed by 

both student and parent must be made on or before the 

first day of March of the year prior to that of requested 

graduation. 

2 .  The written request must be submitted to and receive 

      approval of the school administration. 

3 .  The student must have completed all graduation 

requirements by the end of the first semester. 

4 .  A letter will be provided to verify that the requirements 

have been completed. The diploma will be awarded at 

      Commencement exercises in the spring. 

5. All PSSA and graduation project requirements must be 

fulfilled. 

 

English Requirement for 

Early Graduation 
Graduation at Close of Junior Year 
Honors Student 
Takes 10 Honors during sophomore year. 

Takes 11 Honors and two semesters of electives during junior 

year. 

Electives may be: 

Journalism    Drama I  (1 semester) 

Writer's Workshop (1 semester) Drama II (1 semester) 

    Drama III (1 semester) 

    Drama IV (1 semester) 

Traditional Student 
Takes Intro Lit/Comp. II during sophomore year. 

May take Am. Lit/Comp. during junior year, plus two semesters 

of electives during regular term. 

Electives may be: 

Journalism    Drama III (1 semester) 

Drama I (1 semester)  Drama IV (1 semester) 

Drama II (1 semester)   

 

Graduation at End of First Semester of 

Senior Year 
   The student wishing to graduate at the end of the first semester 

of senior year has two options. 

   As one option, a student may take three full years of 

English from ninth grade to eleventh grade and pick up the fourth 

English credit by taking a summer school course. Bear in mind 

that only basic English is regularly offered in summer school. The 

alternative option is to take three years of English from ninth 

grade to eleventh grade and then in senior year, take the first 

semester of a regular full-year senior English course and a one-

semester elective in English. 

 

Completion of Senior Year "In Absentia"  
   Students may request and receive approval to take their senior 

year "in absentia" if they are accepted by a college at the end of 

their junior year. Upon successful completion of their freshman 

programs at college, the students will receive their diplomas from 

the Williamsport Area High School. 

   Students who are enrolled in this program are not allowed to 

participate in interscholastic athletics or cheerleading.  PIAA 

rules mandate that students must be in attendance and enrolled in 

the school at which they participate.          

                                                                 

Delayed Graduation 
    A student who fails to meet the requirements for graduation 

from Williamsport Area High School when scheduled may later 

qualify for his/her diploma under the following conditions: 

 

1 . Complete the required make-up in summer school during the 

     summer immediately following the senior year. A maximum 

     of one credit may be completed in summer school. 

2 . Complete the required make-up in the Adult Education 

     Program in either of the following programs: 

     a .The GED Program (General Education Development) 

         Students are eligible for GED classes after the age of 

seventeen and one-half years, or after the last class that 

they attended school with has graduated. Students cannot 

be enrolled in the regular high school program at the same 

time. The GED program is recommended to any student 

who has completed at least ninth grade. The GED program 

is held at the District Service Center, 201 West Third Street. 

Five subjects are required for GED: Writing Skills, Social 

Studies, Science, Literature & Arts, and Mathematics. Each 

of the five subjects is taught for twenty hours; classes meet 

two nights a week for five weeks from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 

Classes are scheduled for either Monday and Wednesday or 

Tuesday and Thursday evenings. Tests are given at the end 

of each five-week session. Five sessions are offered each 

school year from September to May. Students may enroll at 

the beginning of any five week session. A score of 35 must 

be attained on each of the five tests. 

 

 


